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going there for a few days. Children were not important then, and the authorities could

do what they chose with those who came into their jurisdiction.

Mum and [l came back after being in England over twelve years and moved in

wit I /s time went on [ vas

trying to take over the house. Eventually ||| | | } BJEEEEI could not take any more of
I 2nd told my mother they had to leave the house. |G 2s
reluctant to take them in to begin with. He only agreed because |Jjjjjjjij wvanted mum
to have a place to live until she could get a house. You could not imagine what-
I /= 'ike, he wanted everything done his way and always put his drinking

above anything or anything else.
Ponton House Lad’s Residence, 6-7 Magdala Crescent, Edinburgh

| was taken to Ponton House Lad’s Residence, 6-7 Magdala Crescent, Edinburgh by
two social workers, without being able to pack any clothes. | found Ponton House was

two, three bedroomed houses converted into one. | think there were about twenty boys

staying there. There were two members of staffand-
One of them stayed in the house overnight to look after the

residents. There might have been a part time cook as well just for the meals. The

house was run by the Ponton Trust and they had an office near Tollcross.

When | arrived | was taken to the office and met by NSIN2n Bl ~s
soon as | was in the office [[NSHlocked the door. [EENEEs=ic | should sit

on his lap and as | sat there as he put his hands down the back of my trousers and
then moved his hands round to the front. | jumped up and fell on the floor. [l made
EEMopen the door saying they had to be careful “he” might tell the police.

| ran out the room straight into the snooker room where one of the other kids,-
who was about sixteen was playing pool. He saw that | was really scared and he
seemed to know what had happened. He told me not to worry as it happens to
everyone in the office when they arrive. He went on to tell me that if | allowed that sort
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of thing to take place | would be given some money and allowed to go to their parties

at Polwarth or Bruntsfield where | would get more cash, sweets, cigarettes and drink.
Routine

The normal routine at Ponton Street was we were woken by either (LS or &

whoever was on duty during the night. We would get washed and down for breakfast
and off to school or if older perhaps work. We had to make our beds and if they were
not madewould make you go back and do it properly. Sometimes this made
us late for breakfast and on some accasions late for school. While there | still took the
bus to Ainslie Park High School. If we were late for school we would be given the strap
on our hands by the teachers. No allowances were given in school for boys and girls

the school knew were in care.

The staff must have been given a grant for clothing but [l or[iiljwent to the shops
and you were made to wear whatever they brought back. At the weekends we were
given some pocket money and we would be allowed to walk to the pictures. Generally
at night we were not allowed out and either watched television or played pool or

snooker in the games room. | was never visited by family or social work while | stayed

trre. Y/ cther s i
Englnd vt

| had been warned by ] and another boy Nt R v ou!< often

come into the bedrooms at night. KNl would place his hands under the covers
and abuse the boys sleeping there. | remember being awake one night when either
BN or EEl came into the room. He seemed to be just prowling around our room but
luckily he did not come near me, on that occasion.

Later, during my stay there, [ECIllll 20rroached me a couple of times and
asked if | was interested in going to a party. | was told by some others in Ponton House
who had been at the parties that if | was to allow older men there to abuse me that |

would be paid by them. They told me about money they had been given.
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-could not cope with all the abuse that was taking place there and when he was
about sixteen he committed suicide. He had avoided going to the parties and would

not tolerate grooming.

During the day | would still attend Ainslie Park High School. From the school records
| later saw, my address was shown as Ponton House. _was
at the school. | remember being sent to his room as one of the teachers
accused me of being disruptive within the class. | was punished within-
I oom. He made me lower my trousers and was caned six times over my
underwear. Teachers did not know that coming from the life | had known, | could not

help but be “disruptive in class”.

After taking part in PE we would have showers, which were open to all with no privacy.
When we were in the shower rooms one of the teachers, -Grant, would come and
walk around the shower area and touch us all up. | remember one of the times | was
in the showers with my cousin [Jlj and i Grant touched us again. It wasn't just
a pat on the body as he passed it was an exaggerated fondle. This happened to us all

on many occasions. Hundreds of assaults on children, no convictions ever.

This happened to a local tough lad and he told his brother about the abuse. His brother
was in a gang at the time. Together the brother and some of his mates waited for-
Grant to get to his VW van. After school he was beaten badly and he ended up in
hospital for about three weeks. He was sacked and | was told he went to England and

got another post. (| found that out later)

There was another teacher Mr McLaughlin who was a good guy. He was aware of

what [JJllGrant was up to and reported him to EASIGN: I

but | don't think [ Grant ever went to court. The police were also involved and were

given statements by some of the pupils.

Ponton House was eventually shut down after an enquiry and both [EiEll] and
were taken away in handcuffs. | am not sure how the police got involved, but someone

must have reported things to them. Along with the other residents we were spoken to
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by the CID. | told them about the boys being groomed and the offer of money and the
parties. In the end | was told by my friend _that was sentenced to six
years and [l was given two to three years. | do not know dates or where these men
served their time.

Social work must have arranged some sort of cover as we were not moved out for a

short time. Along with two police officers, two social workers transferred me and

another guy to the YMCA at Manor Place. | was only there for a couple of weeks and

shared a room with an older aquy. Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Secondary Institutions - to be published later

Wellington Farm, Penicuik

| think it was possibly after the YMCA that [l and | were taken to Wellington

Farm and made aware that it was under a care and protection order obtained by the

social work. | knew two other people there, || N ) JJ I = They

were in there because they had committed theft, | had not. | was resident there for one

year and three months, until | turned sixteen.

When | arrived | was introduced to [SICHIE o was a former | in the

army. He was a tall man, well over six feet tall and SNANIEGE for the school.
Although | was under the care and protection order, | assumed it meant | had some
freedom about my movements in and out of the school. Mr [SICHljtold me that
would not be the case and | would only be allowed out if he gave me permission. He

was used to commanding men in a battlefield so you never argued with him.

You were allocated a four digit number during the time at Wellington Farm. This was
also sewn onto the labels on some of your clothing. Mr [SIEIIllkept records for all

12
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the residents and they were kept under your number, not your name. This was another

way to depersonalise you.

There were other staff members at Wellington Farm. Mr. [EXMI was the building
instructor and there were probably about fourteen masters, one for each house, with
a few female staff working there as well. Female staff were in “domestic” roles. List D
Schools, like borstals were run by men. The staff lived in some of the houses situated
within the grounds and some even had their children staying with them. You were not
allowed to call any of the staff by their name it always had to be “sir”. The first time you
made the mistake of calling them by name you were given a verbal reprimand and the
next occasion some of your allocation of cigarettes was kept back. You started with
two per day and work up to five. You get extra cigarettes if your “house” got more
points than other “houses”, but you could lose some of your house allocation if routine

cleaning was not done properly.

Mr. was a really nice guy and he would be allowed to have two or three of the
residents go to his house on a Sunday night for a cup of tea with him and his wife. We
were allowed to go so long as we had not been cheeky that week. There were even
occasions that we would be invited by Mrs |l to their home for tea. Mr
S v2s not always happy about it but his wife just told him she was doing it

and he had to live with it. Was it part of a re-training programme?

The school ran a points system within each of the houses. You were given so many
points for beds being made properly and dormitory kept clean and tidy. If there were
any issues with something not kept right, being cheeky or punished for any reason
then the house would have points deducted. This affected the allocation of cigarettes
or any other treats given by the school. The house captain was responsible for keeping
the points record for his house. There was also a league system for each of the houses
which involved different sports. You would compete against other houses for points.
This could be for football or even boxing. Most of the sports took place within the

grounds but if you were involved in the boxing you had to go to a gym in Penicuik.

13
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On the day each of us arrived at Wellington Farm we had some powder thrown over
our naked bodies and told it was to delouse us. As the powder did its job our skin
would feel like it was burning. The staff would then make you have a cold shower to
get rid of the powder. Two male members of staff would be standing watching while
this took place.

There were probably about ninety kids between fourteen and sixteen. All were split
into different houses which were usually named after the islands within the Forth
estuary. The one | was allocated was Forth House. The beds were all in straight lines
with fourteen on each side of the room. There was no privacy within the dormitories
and when getting ready for bed at night you were all made to strip naked in front of
each other before getting your pyjamas on. One of the house masters would be there
to ensure this happened. The groups within the houses were all made up of different
kids from all over the country. This led to many fights taking place with rivalries from
the different areas. A good many of the boys were gang members from the “Tongs” in

Glasgow and city gangs elsewhere.

The only thing | remember about our house master was he was English. He would
waken you about seven in the morning and get you ready for breakfast. Before heading
down to eat you had to make your bed. The bed linen was changed on a Saturday
morning and a fresh set issued. The blankets were only changed every couple of
months. You were shown how to make your bed with hospital corners.

At meal times there were four lunch monitors appointed by ENSIGzGand they
would ensure all the meals were eaten and no talking allowed. You were all made to
line up in each of your houses and then marched down to the dining room. You all sat
at your allocated seat at an allocated table. There probably eight at each table. You
then had to say “Selkirk” Grace, “Some hae meat and cannae eat, some wad eat that
want it, but we hae meat and we can eat and sae the Lord be thankit”. If you did not
say it properly your meal would be taken away from you.

After breakfast there was an inspection by Mr. [ICHI to make sure all the beds

were made correctly and your clothes and possessions were in a correct order. You
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had to stand at attention beside your bed during the inspection. Mr [SICHI would
appoint each of the houses with a House Captain and he would select others to be his
assistants. In our house this was [} who was from Falkirk. He was nicknamed
l 2nd he had two assistants who | only know as ‘[l and - VWhatever
Il vanted done to the other kids then [ would do it to him, mostly assaulting
other boys.

We carried out some chores and one of these was the whole dormitory had to be
cleaned every day. This included the floors and the toilets. If anyone had been cheeky

then they were always allocated toilet cleaning as a punishment.

The house captains had the freedom to administer any punishments they saw fit. The
worst punishment was called “round the dorm” (or RTD). This would compel all in the
dormitory to punch the victim in the jaw. This would mean that if the house captain
saw fit to use this punishment the person receiving would be punched by all other
twenty seven boys in the dorm and if you did not hit the person with sufficient force
the house captain would make you receive the same punishment. This happened to
all of us, except obviously the house captain himself. | received this assault numerous
times while at Wellington Farm.

At night we were only given a few minutes notice by the house master that lights were
being put out and that was the last opportunity for anyone wishing to use the toilets.
The toilets were then locked during the night. The action of locking toilets (I was told)
was to stop anyone running away during the night. Actually, it was yet another punitive
measure against incarcerated young boys. The order “Last call for premises”, was a
boys last opportunity to visit the toilet until morning”. Thinking of this | realise how
inhumane Wellington Farm really was. (There were boys in Wellington Farm who wet
their bed. Locking toilets was cruel and impractical).

There were some kids who wet the bed and |JJJllfrom our dorm was one of those
boys. Each morning Mr [SICH would pull back the sheets and them embarrass
-who ran off to the bathroom. He was brought back and Mrgave him
the cane over his buttocks in his office. All the boys who wet the bed were made to
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stand in the corridor holding their wet sheets and pyjamas. They were not allowed to
dress while this took place. As they were stood in the corridor the other kids and staff
would laugh at them. ||l v2s further humiliated by going “round the dorm”
for losing the house points for wetting his bed.

At the weekends the house captains were allowed to take a maximum of six of their
residents to the pictures. One thing wrong with that was two of the six always included
his deputies which left little chance of the rest of us getting to go. On the Sundays we
were marched to St Mungo’s church in Penicuik, for church service. This was the only
day we were allowed to wear our own clothes. At all other days you were given

uniforms from the school which you were made to wear.

The house masters would report any relevant matters involving discipline to
. He would then decide what, if any punishments, or point deductions were
appropriate. He would be the person who would carry out some of the punishments
on the residents. He would use the cane and the offender could expect to receive
anything up to eight strikes with the cane on the buttocks.

Every day we were either punched, shouted at, kicked or touched up by staff while |
stayed at Wellington Farm. It wasn't all staff who were unkind but most would have
been aware of the violence in Wellington, because they would see the injuries on boys
faces. | saw many of the other residents being hit with the cane. It was a straight
wooden cane about four feet in length. Mr Sl liked to swish the cane in the air
first to frighten you, before using it on your buttocks. On one occasion of the boys |
saw being caned was named [JJij and he would have been about fifteen at that
time. We were told to watch and told this was what would happen if we were cheeky.
-could not sit for days after this happened.

In the place of schooling we were sent to some workshops where you were shown

different skills in woodwork, metalwork and brick laying
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I isitcd me once while | was at Wellington Farm and she spoke to
I = hout some of the things | had told her about. He told her he was doing his
best to maintain discipline within the school.

Sometimes if | had a day out to Penicuik | would buy a postcard. | would send a quick
message to (Auntie) JJito te! her JJilkher son) and | were alright. | told her not

to write back in case the staff found out | was in touch with her.

While | suffered this abuse at Wellington Farm | often had suicidal thoughts. It would

have been so easy for me_just to get away from all the pain. NO

child needs to live like that and no child should.
Life after being in care

At the end of my time at Wellington Farm | was sixteen and not given any notice about
leaving. | only recall Mr. Whiteoak taking me from there in his car to the half-way house
at Leamington Terrace, Edinburgh. He was a good person who was “manager” (along
with his wife) of the “half-way house” at Leamington Terrace. | had never met him
before this. As | left Mr. passed me a whole packet of cigarettes and they even
had the cellophane wrapper still on them. Life was so much better from there on.
Leamington terrace was used as a half-way house for boys leaving Wellington Farm

as a way back into society.

Before leaving, Wellington Farm had returned my old watch to me along with all my
old clothing. Mr Whiteoak took me to “Parkers” shop in the South side and bought me
t-shirts, jeans, house coat, pyjamas and a denim jacket. He also bought me a Harris
tweed jacket and told me | would need a nice jacket for any job interviews. When we
returned from the shops we burned my old stuff in the back garden. (It had lain on a

shelf for over fifteen months).

When | arrived at Leamington Terrace | was given a cup of tea and a sandwich. This
allowed me to settle to the new environment before | was shown to my room. | was so

happy having my own room for the first time, | burst into tears. It even had nice curtains
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My first official contact with anyone who offered assistance with my problems was with
the National Confidential Forum via CELCIS. After reading through their leaflets |
ended up sending them a brief statement. | did not talk to anyone “officially” about my
life until | started talking to CELCIS.

For about a year when | was fourteen and staying with “Auntie"-l had suicidal
thoughts. | was in regular contact with the Samaritans during this stage of my life. Even
while | was at Leamington Terrace it took a while for these thoughts to go away. | have
been to the doctors years ago for anxiety attacks and he taught me how to stop them
affecting me and for a while | was taking medication to help me. | am now receiving

support through Future Pathways and this has been since | got in touch with the
Inquiry.

If | had been given the correct support and upbringing when | was young | know | could

have been someone and achieved something worthwhile in my life. Instead | just see

myself as the product of my existence.
Reporting of Abuse

Ainslie Park High School

The sexual abuse inflicted on us at Ainslie Park High School was reported by one of
the other teachers to the headmaster and the police did have some involvement. [t
could not have had any effect as -(F’.E. teacher) was allowed to move to
England and start another job as a teacher there, working with young people (?).

Wellington Farm School

| did report some of the abuse at Wellington Farm to my house master and he did take

it to Mr (IEHE His response was to say we were under Home

Office regulations so there was no point in taking it to the police. | told him he was a
disgrace and he was responsible for the beatings being authorised by |} | was not

his “favourite” after that.
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