




























































coping because I was being bullied. I then think was all that just in my head, was I 

really being bullied or is it just me because in my mind I am going back to Fornethy. 

There have always been things in my mind which are all because of Fornethy and me 

going back to that. 

Reporting of Abuse 

177. I reported what happened to me at Fornethy to the police at Easterhouse Police Station 

in October 2022. 

178. It was a Saturday afternoon, and I had finally plucked up the courage to go. I told the 

officer behind the desk that I wanted to report stuff that happened to me when I was a 

wee girl. He had to radio an officer to come back in to take the report but told me I 

would have to wait an hour or so. I was fine with that as I had waited all this time to 

report it and as I had finally plucked up the courage, I wanted to speak to somebody. 

179. About an hour and a half or two hours later, two officers came in and one of them 

asked me what it was about. I told them and the other officer who gave me his name 

as PC David Craig, said he would make a note of everything I was telling them. I think 

he did that digitally as I don't remember him writing anything. I didn't go into detail 

about everything, but it was all the basics about when I went to Fornethy and the stuff 

that happened. 

180. PC Craig said he would be back in contact with me, but I never heard anything. I 

phoned up in February 2023 and said I hadn't heard back from them. They said they 

would get the officer to contact me which he did. He told me he had filed the report so 

somebody should be in contact with me. In January 2024 I was talking with my 

daughter in the kitchen and said I found it strange that I had still never heard anything. 

I questioned is this what happens to people that report abuse. Do they not believe you 

or think you're crazy. 
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181. My daughter decided she was going to phone them. She spoke to a guy who was 

lovely and very helpful. He said all he could do was apologise and according to him it 

was never filed . He said he would file it then. I think it had been filed under a crime 

number, but we had been given an incident number on a bit of paper or the other way 

round and that was why it hadn't been processed. I didn't really understand. 

182. Within a month a detective Laurie Preston from the police in Tayside phoned me, and 

she was lovely. She also apologised and told me that I had slipped through the net. I 

heard from her a few weeks ago and she told me there is a pending court case against 

Miss Robertson who was my teacher. She asked me to confirm that Miss Robertson 

had never abused me and I did. 

Records 

183. I have tried to get a hold of my medical records from my time at Fornethy, but I think I 

have been told lies and there is a cover up. 

184. When I first joined the Fornethy-Group nobody seemed to have anything in 

their medical records about their time there. 

185. None of them seemed to have been with the same doctor all their lives but I had, so I 

phoned them up and said I was looking for my medical records from 1974 to 1978. 

186. The reason I think there is a cover up is because of what happened when I spoke to 

the practice manager. She has dealt with both my parents and a lot of my family. She 

initially said there was no problem in getting these records. 

187. She later phoned me back and asked if there was something in particular I was looking 

for. I didn't really want to go into it, but I told her I had gone to a residential school 

when I was a young girl and was looking for some proof that I was there. When I told 

her I had been at Fornethy and asked her whether she had heard of it she told me she 
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had and believed some other girls had been in the practice a while ago looking for the 

same thing. 

188. I told her I was there in 1976 and that was the real period I wanted to know about. She 

phoned me back the next Tuesday and said she had my records and said I could pick 

them up from the front desk. I couldn't get there at that time as I was at work, but said 

I would get them later that week. 

189. On the Thursday she phoned me again and told me that she had looked through them 

but there was nothing from 1976 relating to Fornethy. I told her it was Dr McBain who 

had been the doctor at the time and had sent me for the medical but there was still 

nothing. She did say however that she had seen an entry around that time in my record 

that was in Latin writing. It said something like Acifee 1.5 or 0.5. She told me that she 

had googled it and found a link relating it to institutions and residential schools. I told 

her I would pick the records up the next day. She said she was off but wished me good 

luck with it. 

190. I thought this was weird, so later that night I started googling it and it did come up with 

that link. I felt this reference in Latin was something to do with me being in care and I 

found that disturbing. I would have been there for nights and nights researching it 

though as there was loads of paragraphs about it. 

191. First thing on the Friday, before I had picked up the records, I got a call from the 

practice manager. She said she would really appreciate it if I did not mention it to or 

tell anybody else what she had told me she had seen in my records. I told her I didn't 

understand and asked why. She told me she had been telling one of the Doctor's that 

she had spoken to me about the Latin entry and what she had said she thought it 

referred to. He was not happy and said that the Latin referred to a bad chest infection 

and that I had and been given actified linctus which we did get when we were younger. 

He had told her she was to have no further discussion with me on it. 

192. When I said to her that I thought she was meant to be off that day, she was meant to 

be, but she had got a call to come in because of it. She said she would rather I dropped 
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the subject, that it was really serious and could be detrimental to her job. Again, I told 

her I didn't understand and asked her what she had done wrong. All she said was that 

she really had to go and that she couldn't discuss it any further. She has never even 

looked at me when I have been at the surgery since. I thought this was very weird and 

freaked me out. 

193. When I got the medical records, I looked at that entry, but the writing is deplorable. I 

could make out the 'a' and the 'c' and there is 0.5. I think it is saying that it is actified 

linctus and that I was to get 0.5mg dosage. 

194. However, what was all that about that she and I both googled and why did she get in 

trouble. It could be that it was just because she shouldn't have been reading the 

records. 

195. It all seemed very strange as does the fact there is no record of me having had a 

medical examination or me being sent by Dr McBain before I went to Fornethy. When 

I went for that medical Dr McBain's name was mentioned and my memory was that he 

had sent me to them for the medical. 

196. The main thing is there is nothing on my record about being at Fornethy and it is the 

same for all the girls in the-group, and I wonder why. I think that they, whether 

it is the GP surgery, Glasgow Council or Glasgow Corporation, are trying to cover up 

that we were all there and most of us were abused. There is something about the 

whole Fornethy thing that does not add up. 

197. I just have this feeling that there is a cover up. All the girls that went to F ornethy were 

all sent to Fornethy by them, or whatever Glasgow Council was called then. We have 

asked Glasgow City Council, and they say they don't have any records or proof of us 

being there. Seemingly the papers that they had, got burned and we have been told 

that was procedure. Personally, there is just something that I think does not add up. 
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Lessons to be learned 

198. I would say that all staff that are working at any residential establishments now or in 

the future must be seriously vetted . You see things in the media now when things 

happen saying that the person had been vetted. If that is Disclosure Scotland, that is 

not proper vetting. 

199. People working in care need to have proper qualifications and proof of them. 

200. Things need to be looked at more closely, as there are far too many abusers that slip 

through the net. It was not just Fornethy, there was Quarriers, Smyllum, it was 

everywhere, and it is probably still going on. 

201. I blame the government and the authorities for allowing children to be left in the care 

of these people. I know there is always going to be one that slips through the net but 

not a whole bunch of teachers or women . Vetting and Disclosure Scotland need to 

change. 

202. In my opinion there should have been doctors, medical staff and dentists at Fornethy. 

There were no professionals like social workers or inspectors coming in to check the 

place or who was being employed there. 

Hopes for the Inquiry 

203. I want to know if the staff at Fornethy were actually qualified or registered teachers. 

There is nothing on record stating they were or weren't. We never got taught any real 

subject work like maths or languages and anything we were taught at school at 

Fornethy was so basic, It was that basic I could have taught it as an adult. 

204. I believe that the Inquiry are backing us, the survivors of Fornethy, by bringing our 

cases forward to the forefront. I want Glasgow City Council to admit that they were 

wrong and that it shouldn't have been allowed. 
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205. I would also love to ask them what were their statistics that said all the girls came from 

poor backgrounds. There was no social work involvement with my family. I never came 

from an abusive family; they were a loving family. We had our problems, family 

breakdowns, a lot of poverty but no abuse and none of us would have laid a finger on 

each other. 

206. I want an apology and for the council to admit that we were there. That really annoys 

me that they say there is no proof. I am telling the Inquiry my story but how do you 

know I am not lying, because there is nothing to prove that I or all these other women 

that went there over years, did actually go there. Why should they turn round to me 

and ask do you have proof that you were there? 

207. They were wrong to send us there. We should never have been sent there and abused 

by people that they trusted to look after us. Okay, my dad agreed to me going but I 

don't think he agreed to it, knowing what I was going to suffer. He would never have 

allowed that. 

208. They just need to admit that everything they did with it was wrong. I don't see anything 

that was right. I would love to meet somebody who says Fornethy was great for me or 

that they had really benefitted from it. 

209. I've heard other girls in the group say in the media and in the media itself that the 

Coates family gifted the house to the council for them to send malnourished and 

impoverished girls and what they called delinquents there to have them looked after. I 

was never any of these before I went there. After being there though, I was 

malnourished because I couldn't eat and I was sick that much. They made me suffer 

but I had never suffered before it. 

210. I also know that the Coates family gifted Glasgow Corporation the house on the 

understanding that they would never sell it for profit. I know that they have since sold 

it and made a profit. What happened to that money? 
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211. I don't want it ever happening to anybody elsi~ again but it probably will in a different 

era, in a different light, and a different setting. Somewhere, some abusers will slip 

through and there will be abuse. In this day and age, with all the computers and 

systems that can be checked, there is no need for it. 

212. I know that Margaret Pearl Fletcher, my abuser was awarded the Queen's Silver 

Jubilee medal. I think it is terrible that a woman who abused me and so many other 

girls has an award from the Queen and I woiuld like her award to be taken from her 

even although she is now dead. 

Other information 

213. I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence 

to the Inquiry. I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 

Signed ... 

Dated .. 2 7. :-.. 5 .. -:-. Lo .2..S.: . · ...................................................... . 
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