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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present. No

1. My full name is (NG V' date of birth is | °c°.

My contact details are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

2. I lived at home with my father,- who was an artist and taught drawing and
painting at ||| GGG = ¢ y mother ] | had three older brothers,
and there was approximately five years between each of us. We lived in the south
side of Edinburgh.

3. Prior to going to Edinburgh Academy, | attended Grange Home School in Edinburgh.
That was a really nice school, which was run by an older woman. | can remember
walking to and from my house to the school. | think | went there from the age of five

until | was about six years old.

4. My eldest brother had been sent to a different private school in Edinburgh, which
was run by the Christian Brothers. He had a miserable time there as there was a lot
of brutality. There were many incidents of physical and corporal punishment by the
staff. He only lasted about two years there before my parents moved him to
Ampleforth College, the same boarding school in England that my father and his
brother had been to.

5, My parents decided that my other brothers would be sent to Edinburgh Academy.

They both spent time at Edinburgh Academy before they also moved to the school in
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49,

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

As far as other punishments, you may have been sent out of class and be told to
stand in the corridor. | was sent out of class on a couple of occasions. | think this
was because | was misbehaving. If other teachers saw you in the corridor they may
have marked you as needing extra attention when they were to have you in their

classes.

Any punishments in the prep school were kept within the school. | remember being
sent to Mr Britton once in the prep school and fearing the very worst; instead, he
gave me lines. In the upper school you would often be given lines. You might even

be given detention to complete the lines.

When | went into the senior school | did not experience any corporal punishment. In
the first year my form teacher was Mr |[Raland | was in class [} In the second
year my form teacher was Mr Harris and | was in class [} Mr Harris had no
experience of teaching prior to arriving at Edinburgh Academy. It was his first
employment out of training. He was only about 22 or 23, but luckily he was a really

nice guy.

When | was at Henderson Row | was aware of Hamish Dawson. | am not sure if he
taught me — although | increasingly think he did. If he did, | do not recall being the
subject of his abuses, but everyone was aware of his reputation.

When | was in either first or second year in the senior school | had a |jjjjijteacher,

M- S ho had a nickname of ‘[l because of his enormous bulk.

He also took some of the boys for rugby, which was ironic considering his size. | am
not sure how many rugby fifteens the school had, but he was in charge of what was

very definitely the bottom team.

One Saturday the school thought it would be a good idea for the bottom fifteen to
take on a much higher team, from Heriot's. The problem was this would be the

school that many of us would often be bullied by on the way home each night. There

was no love lost between us and they thrashed us.
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55.

56.

57.

58.

When we had been out at rugby practice and were heading to the showers
afterwards Mr “would be there, supposedly doing some sort of supervision.
He would want to make sure each boy wasn'’t wearing any underwear while they got
showered. He would stand and watch all the naked boys and start to get short of
breath and excited as he stood there. He did nothing else to any of the boys in the

showers.

When we were in Mr [SSE s Il c'2ss he had this habit of looming over you
and almost smothering you with his build. Sometimes, as a form of punishment, he
would have you stand up at the side of your desk and he would pull you into his body
to give you a cuddle. That was awful as he was always sweating and smelling of
body odour. He obviously knew how we viewed this as it was all done in a semi-
joking kind of way, but it was definitely done to punish us.

On other occasions if he saw that you were having issues with some -problem
he would come to your desk and have you sit on his lap, as he described what you
should be doing. If that wasn’t bad enough, there were also times when he would
actually sit on your lap. He did that to me and other boys. It was done with a sense of
jokey humour from him, but it never felt comfortable for us, and you could tell from

his face that he was inappropriately excited by it.
Prefects / senior pupils / ephors

Ephors tended to be the more sporty boys in the school and were appointed by the
Rector. Shortly before | joined the school, the ephors were permitted to hand out
corporal punishment to pupils, but that had been discontinued. Standard
punishments when | was in the senior school would involve doing lines or detention,
but the ephors would on occasion pick on us younger boys, or at the very least fail to
stop other older boys from bullying us. | tried to make sure, when | was out in the
playground, that | was out of the view of the ephors. | was only in the senior school
for just under two years.
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113.

police being involved at an early stage and the relevant authorities alerted. And, in
the case of private schools in particular, if things ever go wrong like this they should
be dragged out into the open and made to feel the pain where it really hurts them:
loss of face, loss of reputation, loss of income.

Other information

I have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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