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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

PCM

Support person present: No

1. My full name is RITTTEIEIGEGEGE Vv date of birth is |l 1969. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

2. I’'m an adopted child. | was adopted with my twin sister,- into the family that
brought me up. That was-and_ who was known as- We
were with them from when we were five months old. My brother JJJJ§ mum and dad's
natural son, was three years older than me.-also went to Edinburgh Academy,

but he was not the subject of any abuse.

3 Home life was very good. We grew up in Corstorphine in Edinburgh and | would say
life was very normal, even fortunate. My mother was a teacher of remedial or special
needs children in a comprehensive school in Edinburgh and my father was a partner

in a law firm in Edinburgh.

4. Childhood times were great, a very normal home. We had a couple of pets, holidays
in the Scottish Borders and my childhood at home was fun, it was nice. My sister and
| were always given the same love and the same opportunities, even though we were
adopted. There was never any differentiation made, and | know that can happen,

which is deeply tragic, but | feel we were all given everything the same.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Edinburgh Academy just separated out the first few years from the other four years of

junior school.

Denham Green was a very nurturing place and | have lovely memories of school there.
oS at that time was a lady called Miss [l They were happy days
and I'm actually still in touch with my primary one teacher, Joan Murray, a lovely lady.

These are the sorts of people who probably genuinely didn’t have any clue about any
of the abuse. They were totally separate and would probably only ever meet the other
teachers whenever they got together for a social or pre-year beginning meeting or

whatever they called it.

There was an anomaly at Edinburgh Academy as we had six primary years then you
started senior school with your first year being called the ‘Geits.” You then went on to
second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh years. Traditional schools would normally

have seven junior years and then your senior years up to sixth year.
Preparatory School — Arboretum Road

After Denham Green | moved up to the next part of the junior school, which was the
prep school at Arboretum Road, on the edge of Trinity and Goldenacre.

| had four different year, form or class teachers there. The first one was a lady called
Mrs Fowlie, she was lovely. Her husband taught maths at the senior school. He was
one of the good guys. Then in primary four | had a lady called Elizabeth Baxter. She
was firm but pleasant and was just old school. There was no violence or abuse or
anything like that. She was more like a granny, she would wag her finger at you and

you would know the boundaries.

Going on to primary five again | had a great guy, lan Sneddon. That was a year where
some less fortunate people went to John Brownlee or a guy called Major Ramsay. |
don'’t think Ramsay was a serious problem and | didn’t have a lot to do with him but he

was ex-military and always used his military title. He wore military ties and you didn’t

4



Docusign Envelope ID: 46BDAF 79-6B3B-40EB-ACOF-CBECOCD401BA

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

do anything out of line with him. However, | do think he had all his marbles in the right

place and didn’'t suddenly lose it and start doing what some other people did. Sixth

year at prep | had another great guy, RiNNGTNE

James Burnett was the head who oversaw both Denham Green and the prep school.
All the teachers from both schools would have reported to him. He was also one of the
good guys, but, looking back retrospectively, | do question that he might have possibly
been aware of the abuse and turned a blind eye, but | don’t know. My view might be
skewed because | was very close to his son. We were born on the same day, were in

the same year and we formed a close bond throughout our schooling at the Academy.

To the best of my knowledge James Burnett has become quite reclusive since the
Inquiry began. | used to send him a letter every five years, just to say hello, but he
didn’t reply to the last one, | think maybe for his own preservation. | think he’s kind of

‘battened’ himself down and maybe feels some remorse.

Class numbers at Denham Green and Arboretum were quite small. | have all my report
cards and they show class sizes to vary between about nineteen and twenty-three.
There were four classes in each year group which was quite common throughout
school. Therefore about 80-100 per year group throughout school. In the junior school,
your class mistress would typically teach three or four subjects and the whole class
would be taught together in the same classroom. If you were getting taught something
like science that would be in a separate room. We were fortunate enough to have a
science classroom, even as youngsters. It was all very good fun and certainly felt

adequate at the time.

There were more divisions as you went through the school, so you might have a class
with a class master where you would do a roll call in the morning before you were all
broken up. People with better ability would then go into what we called sets (i.e. Set
1, Set 2 etc).

I've never actually thought about the ratio of boarders to day pupils but we were split

into houses for things like sports and competitions. One of those houses was just for
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48.

49,

50.

51.

52.

53.

Schooling

| had some terrible teachers at Edinburgh Academy, and none more so than Hamish
Dawson, but | did have some very good teachers as well. | wasn’t academically brilliant

but | wasn’t academically at the bottom of the heap either.

| did have some really nice teachers who helped me a lot. It wasn’t that they were
necessarily aware of any abuse, but they just helped me get back on track after being

with Dawson during my first year at senior school and my grades dropping.

My class teachers in senior school were Hamish Dawson for first year. Mr Sinclair,
who was a lovely guy, in second year, Jimmy Hudson in third and fourth year. [l
Bl = nice guy, in fifth year. George Harris, who was slightly eccentric but nothing

bad, in sixth year and Stuart Evans, who was a lovely man, in seventh year.

Other than Dawson, who was awful, the rest were pretty good. | also remember a
language teacher | had, Douglas Bonnyman, who was a really great guy. There were
lots of good teachers and nice, encouraging teachers, a couple of whom I'm still in

touch with. In the main they weren’t bad, there were just a few stray loose nutjobs.

Many of the teachers had nicknames, Hamish Dawson was known a ‘Doughy
Dawson.’ I'm not sure why, but he was just regarded as a bit of a nutjob by everyone.

Mr S who taught [l was called (Sl Mr Harris, my sixth form teacher,

was called ‘Sticks,” because he was tall and skinny, and another guy, kil who was
- was called ‘ from but no innuendoes just childhood humour.

In senior school | became very mediocre and while | could probably have done a lot
better, | was dragging around some mental baggage with me. | had to sit my Highers
twice but did come out with five so, while it wasn't quite where my parents might have
expected me to get to, it wasn’t the worst.

I have a copy of my end of first term report, written by Hamish Dawson, when | was in

my first year. In it he says | was a ‘pleasant and cheerful youngster who could and
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59.

60.

61.

62.

Scotland was almost a purely white demographic with only a small Asian population
within Edinburgh. However, during my time at school we did start to see an influx of
children of other nationalities and skin colours. Racism was not prevalent in the school,
possibly only because it was quite a new thing. It was almost as if that aspect of hatred

and unkindness in the human makeup hadn’t emerged.

We had an Irish Church of Scotland minister called Howard Haslett. He lived in a house
on the senior school grounds next to Donaldson’s. He may have been aware of the
mistreatment of others but he wasn’'t bad. He was never abusive as far as I'm aware.
He certainly didn’t give pastoral care. He would do a couple of pretty duff Religious
Education classes but | don’t remember him doing much else. | don’t know what he

got paid for.
Pastoral care

| suppose we had the minister, Howard Haslett, but personally | would never have
gone to him. If | had issues, during most of my years, | probably would have felt able
to go to my form teacher. Certainly, from second to seventh year as they were all
decent people and | feel that if I'd raised a problem, they would have done all that they

could to help. | didn't do that but | think they would have done something.

There was another person, RSB \Who | probably wouldn't have been aware of
in my earlier years in the school, even though he was a very long serving member of
staff. He was involved with careers advice. He was a decent chap, the sort you could
always go to if you had a challenge. He would have been another one | would have

reached out to.

There was no procedure, not in my day, of directing pupils where to go if they had a
complaint or issue. If a pupil raised an issue in my day the response would have been
‘Does the school want to acknowledge it and do they want to do anything about it." If

not then it would have been discounted, disbelieved and pushed aside.
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94.

95,

96.

97.

also taught me some rugby. | don't know why but from the minute | started senior
school | attracted his attention more than most. | was never far away from him. His
reason for existing seemed to be to beat me, almost every day. | couldn’t say,

categorically, that it was daily but it was near enough.

He always beat me in public and no one ever said a thing, it was just accepted. He
would just say “ here,” and get me to come out to the front of the class. He would
have me bend over, place my hands on my knees, head bowed in shame, and then
he would beat me with one of a selection of tools or implements that he had. He would
also rub boys’ bottoms and genitals from behind while punishing them. He did that to
me and you wouldn’t necessarily know he was doing that unless it was happening to
you. He used to think it was all very funny. He had this very demonic look. | managed
to put it all away for years and now | can't, it's with me all the time.

He actually had names for the tools and implements he used to punish the boys. The
majority of the implements were canes, of varying lengths, school rulers, wooden
paddles and of course his ‘clacken,’” the school's own implement. The clacken was a
long heavy wooden spoon shaped implement which was used to play hailes, a game
we played at Edinburgh Academy. He kept some implements on a shelf under his desk
then he had some longer instruments that he kept in a kind of bucket thing, like an
umbrella stand, in the corner of his classroom. | can’t remember any of the names he

gave to the implements but he did name them, the man was mental.

There were other people who were also subject to it but some people just escaped.
He had this very demonic look. It was akin to what Brownlee was like but | didn’t suffer
both of them. | only ever saw Brownlee abusing others, although | do know people

that, tragically, did suffer abuse from both of them.

I might have looked out the window or chuckled or smirked in class, something very
trivial and that would be enough for him to beat me, and others, in front of the class.
Anything could set him off and | couldn’t escape him as he was my form teacher, my
history teacher and for a short period, my sports teacher. Tragically, | also went on a

school holiday with him, where he had access to me overnight as well.
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particular approach to education and were reasonably authoritarian. | think that's

where Dawson got his grounding.

| can say without question that | withessed the abuse of others, certainly within my
class. | can remember seeing Dawson physically manhandle a friend of mine‘-

I =nd actually throw him across the classroom.

| don’t have clear memories of other people being beaten, probably because | was
either frightened before being beaten or tearful after. | have tried to think who was in
my class to see if | can stir some actual memories but | can't, other than |||
However, if you were one of Dawson'’s targets you were always one of his targets and

it would have happened again and again.

A weird thing about Dawson was that he had this jar of jellybeans and he would
sometimes reward you after he punished you. He would give you a sweetie afterwards,
the stereotypical image of a paedophile. He was like the child catcher in the movie

‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.’

None of Dawsons’ punishment was ever recorded as far as I'm aware. None of it was
regarded as formal punishment, the teachers probably thought it was just his
eccentricity.

| also remember Dawsons’ classroom being so stark, with a bare wooden floor, bare
walls and regimented desks. His desk was raised on a platform at the end and we
were all dramatically lower than him. Another psychological thing, a kind of fear thing
with the teacher looking down on you. Not all the teachers maintained that, some of
the younger teachers had their desks at the same level as the pupils. Dawsons’ class

was totally different to all the other classrooms.

o was the gym teacher. He wasn't really violent, | think he was more

psychological and very intimidating and belittling. He constantly used inappropriate
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words of unkindness, that is what | would say about He displayed
behaviours which nowadays would be wholly inappropriate and have you up on a
disciplinary as a teacher. He would just say people were a “pile of shite,” “waste of
space,” “fat,” “lazy” all that sort of thing. If you didn’t do well at rugby or weren’t good

at other sports that was his modus operandi, to make people feel utterly worthless.

IBU also had this obsession with having boys from age eleven, right through to
eighteen, doing gym in a pair of shorts without a t-shirt on. That was a bit odd but he
would also then come down and supervise the showers. He would just stand and
watch the boys in the showers and then in the changing rooms as well, while they
were getting dressed. The showers were actually under a set of stairs and were very

small and cramped.

had his office under another set of stairs to the gym. It was all very
cramped and all very odd. | do have recollections of people going into his office and

being ‘slippered’ but that never happened to me.

By wasn't brutally unkind to me. | was podgy and not very able in my teens
but | became a lot more physically active in my later teens which meant his focus was

off me and he'd go for other people. He was looking for vulnerable easy targets.
Lawrence Ellis

I was given full corporal punishment by Lawrence Ellis on one occasion, but it was on
Hamish Dawson’s instruction. The punishment is actually recorded in my school
records. It states in my records that in December 198} | was age 11, | was punished
by Mr Ellis, and that it was sanctioned by HDD, which is Hamish Dawson, who had

caught me fighting another boy.
That punishment was six of the best with the clacken. I've no idea why Dawson didn'’t

punish me himself, he was doing it almost every day anyway. It was usually the cane

with Dawson which you did kind of get used to and | suppose the cane wasn'’t as
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174.

175.

I am pursuing financial recompense but | knew that was available a year and a half
before | did anything and | was never lured by that because | didn’t want to go through
this process. People will say there's been an impact on earnings but | actually think a
more quantifiable way of looking at it is to look at what my parents paid to send me to
Edinburgh Academy and should what has happened have happened? At the very least
some or all of that money should be returned. | don’t know how a solicitor would

quantify it but | would see that as an outcome.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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