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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

IWO

Support person present: No

1 My name is My date of birth is_1970. My contact details

are known to the Inquiry.

Life before boarding school

2. My parents are |l anc Jlllland | had one brother, i} who was three years
older than me.

3 I was born in Dunfermline, but when | was three months old, we moved to Hong Kong
where | was brought up until | was about seven years old. Dad’s background was that
he had left school at fifteen and worked on ships with a company called || Gl

before joining the management of the company in Hong Kong.

4. | attended a German kindergarten in Hong Kong and then went on to Quarry Bay
Primary School there. They were both nice schools, from what | can remember,
although kindergarten was a bit odd, because some of the lessons were taught in
German. | have grandparents in Dunfermline and | actually also spent a few months

at a school there while my mum had some medical treatment.

5. When my brother [JJlij was eight, he went off to boarding school at Edinburgh
Academy. A couple of years later, when | was seven, we moved to Kuala Lumpur in
Malaysia and | went to the Alice Smith School there. When | turned eight, | too was

sent to Edinburgh Academy as a boarding pupil.
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Dundas House itself was a relatively small, three-storey, detached old house. On the
right side as you came in the front door was a common room, which had a big table in
it where we did our homework. | think the table was actually an old pool table that had
been covered with a piece of wood. Further back in the house, to the side of the stairs,
was a TV room, which was slightly smaller than the common room. To the left as you

came in the front door was where the housemaster, John Brownlee, lived.

Mr Brownlee lived in Dundas House with his wife and two boys Neil and Graham, who
were the same age as me and my brother. We had quite a lot of contact with Mrs
Brownlee and their sons because their rooms all opened up onto the same halls that
we all used. They weren't in a separate part of the building and so we were very much
interacting with each other. | don’t know if Mrs Brownlee had a formal role as such,

but she was certainly around a lot, telling us to go to bed, or whatever.

Upstairs was much the same layout on the middle landing, in that our dorm was on
the right and Brownlee and his family had the rooms to the left. Our dorm was above
the common room and was a relatively big room with six or seven single metal beds
spaced out around it. Also in the dorm were a couple of chests of drawers and each

boy had a drawer to keep their things in.

There was another floor further upstairs, where there were a couple of bathrooms and
two or three smaller rooms for boys as they got older. There was also a room for the
house tutor, who was a man called Mr SRl although 'm not sure if he was there
all the time. was a man who was probably in his twenties and who had possibly

just finished university.
There was also a matron in Dundas House, although she didn’t stay there, she lived
down the road somewhere. | don’t recall her name, but she was a nice person. Her

role was to do the laundry, sewing and repairing clothes and that sort of thing.

Routine at Edinburgh Academy
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| think we had a bath once or twice a week and we had to wash our hair in the sink
once a week. There was no privacy, because there were two baths in the one room
and there would be a boy in each and other boys could come in as well. | think we
maybe had a shower in the changing rooms after playing in the mucky field outside

Dundas House in the afternoon.
Clothing/uniform at Dundas House

| cannot think of any help that was given towards us getting dressed in our uniforms
and ready for school. My grandfather had to tell me how to tie my tie, we were never

shown by Brownlee or his wife.
Leisure time at Dundas House

We had about an hour of free time after school, when we would play football or
something like that in the field near to Dundas House. We also had half-an-hour of
free time after doing our homework, when we could watch television on an old TV in
the TV room.

At the weekend there were always lots of sports going on. We used to play rugby in
the autumn and spring terms and cricket in the summer term. That became more

frequent as you went up the school.
Trips and holidays at Dundas House

One of the music teachers was into Gilbert and Sullivan and used to take us to various
productions. | think | went to two or three. We were also taken to the cinema fairly
regularly by Mr Brownlee or by the house tutor. The cinema was about a fifteen-minute
walk away and we perhaps went once a term, but that was about all that Brownlee did.

One of the teachers, Mr [l Used to take us for walks in the countryside on

Saturdays. Sometimes we would get the bus up to the Pentland Hills and go for a
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walk there. Mr [l actually used to come into Dundas House once a week
or so to read us a story as well. | remember him reading ‘The Railway Children’ to us.

He was a bit of an odd character.

Another teacher, whose name | can’t remember, also used to come into Dundas
House occasionally. It might sound a bit trivial, but he used to show some kindness
towards us and he would play with us. It made a difference because | cannot
remember Brownlee showing any kindness, reading to us, or playing with us at any

time.
Schooling while at Dundas House

| joined Edinburgh Academy in Year 4 and Miss West was supposed to be my teacher,
but she was ill for most of the year so | had various supply teachers instead. | think
they were often other kids’ parents, who may have been teachers elsewhere I'm not

sure.

| cannot remember any physical punishment at school that year, but it wasn't a stable
situation either. With having different teachers all the time nobody was really caring,
however at least they weren't abusing you. There was a sense that | was at least
away from Dundas House when | was at school and so | felt less scared.

My earliest recollections of my mental state are from my time in Dundas House, when
| was eight years old. Every night | went to bed and hoped that | wouldn’'t wake up the
next morning. | can hardly think of a moment | didn't feel like that. That was my one

hope and | didn’t have much desire to aspire to anything at school.
Academically, | was good at maths and poor at English. Mr Archdale became my
teacher in Year 5 and he remained my teacher the following year. He was a very kind

teacher and seemed to care about the children in his class.

Healthcare at Dundas House
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We were given pocket money every week. | think we got either thirty pence or fifty

pence handed out by Mr Brownlee to us every Saturday.
Family contact at Dundas House

There was no phone in Dundas House, but we wrote letters to our parents after lunch
on Sunday. At some point in the afternoon, we’'d gather in the common room and
Brownlee would write out what the three highlights of the week were and we’d have to
write them in our letters. They would be things such as going for a walk with Mr

Bk | or whatever the rugby results were.

Boys could go home one weekend every half-term while we were in Dundas House.
My grandparents would come and pick-and | up and we would spend half-term
with them. At Christmas, Easter and in the summer, we would fly home to wherever
our parents were. It was quite a journey, but at that time the airlines had someone

who used to look after all the boarding school kids who were flying home.

It became harder and harder seeing my parents over the holidays. They thought | was
becoming quieter, but actually | was becoming increasingly more depressed. The

turmoil | felt inside became a physical churning whenever | had to return after holidays.
Sibling Contact at Dundas House

My brother [Jffreacted to Brownlee’s behaviour by becoming an extreme extrovert
and rebellious. | became very much the opposite and shut myself down. | would see
Il o the one weekend every half-term, when we went to stay with our

grandparents, but we didn’'t see much of each other at school.
Culture at Dundas House

That early, defining experience of Brownlee in Dundas House made me quickly learn
to keep myself to myself. There was some camaraderie amongst some bays, but for

me it was an isolating place and | felt desperately alone.
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There was no support whatsoever. Brownlee set a culture whereby boys would mock
other boys if they were seen to be weak. [If you were crying, you were called a baby
and that sort of thing.

| think the only time that Brownlee took me into his living room was to tell me that Mr
B =c died because he had been taking some experimental heart disease

medication. Somebody has since said, however, that he might have killed himself.
Bed Wetting at Dundas House

| don’t recall any issue with bedwetting that any boy might have had, however | do
remember a boy who had other problems. | don’t think he had been taught how to
wipe his bottom properly and Brownlee mocked him every single day. Brownlee would
display the boy’s soiled pants to us all, trying to make us laugh at the poor guy. It was
horrible. The boy needed someone to help him and instead this was the way he was
being treated by our housemaster. That was the environment of the house. Mrs
Brownlee would have seen this too and yet she did nothing to intervene or to help the
boy either.

Discipline at Dundas House

| don’t remember there being any written guidance or rules on what we could and could
not do in Dundas House. Brownlee didn’t seem to follow any rules anyway though, it
was all random. We lived in fear because we might get into weeks of trouble and had
no idea what we might have done wrong. There seemed to be no rationale behind his

thinking, he was so unpredictable.
Mackenzie House

I moved into Mackenzie House and up to the senior school when | was eleven. My
memory of my first impression of Mackenzie House is that it wasn’t Dundas House.

That and realising that | didn’t have to go back was the biggest thing. Mr Lister was
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the housemaster at first and he wasn’t Brownlee and so everything after that was, |

suppose, a relief.

It wasn't until | was thirteen and still in Mackenzie House, that [RuNI who had
become the housemaster, asked me how | was. That was a big moment because
nobody had ever asked how | was previously. | was taken aback. It was a stand-out
moment. | can’t think of anyone else who ever looked out for me, or cared about how

| was.

Mrs son was in my class and so | suppose | felt he was approachable, but |
never felt able to actually do so. |think I felt unable to expose myself. |think | still had
that sense that no one really cared and therefore | didn't feel able to tell Mr
how | was really feeling.

Routine while at Mackenzie House

The daily routine at Mackenzie House was pretty much the same as it had been at
Dundas House, except | had moved to the senior school. At school, | was meant to
have a teacher called Mrs Hector, but she went off on maternity leave quite quickly
and we had a supply teacher instead called Mr Fisher. My memory of my first year of
secondary school is that Mr Fisher ended up taking us for virtually all our classes. |
remember turning up for geography class and it was Mr Fisher and then going to
chemistry and it was him again. There was nothing wrong with Mr Fisher, but it felt
like they were just using someone to plug all the gaps and that the school didn’t take

our education very seriously.

As | went through the school there more specialised teachers for different subjects.
My skills were in maths, biology and physics, | wasn’t so great at English and French
and subjects like that. My history teacher, Mr Harris | think his name was, was very
good. He loved his subject and spoke well about it. Some of the biology teachers

were good too and were enthusiastic about their subjects as well.
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| have nothing against Mr Fisher, but a lot of the other teachers were like him and just
made do. They didn’t have an enthusiasm for their subjects and | wonder if | might
have done better if, for example, my English and French teachers had been better.
Having said that, | was given extra support with my spelling and went to a tutor. | think

| had given up with myself by that stage though and | didn’t fully engage with it.

We used to get a report card every term, which went to my parents and | think they
would come occasionally to talk to my teachers. |can certainly remember them talking

to my biology teacher.

| studied a combination of O-Levels and O-Grades and then Highers. | ended up with

nine or ten O-Levels and O-Grades and six Highers.

Culture and Discipline in Mackenzie House and senior school

Discipline in the senior school was, again, all comparative. It didn’'t seem that there
was much corporal punishment, but when teachers did use it there was a rationale
behind it and none were as out of control as Brownlee. As we got bigger, the use of

corporal punishment became even less.

There was a housing system in the senior school for sport, music and athletic
competitions. | can’t remember the names of the various houses, but there were three
houses for the day boys and one for the boarders and | think boarders tended to be
treated differently. | feel as if the boarders were viewed by the staff as being the
troublemakers who were an inconvenient add-on to the school and that housing

system was where that attitude came out.
Jeffrey House
I moved from Mackenzie House to Jeffrey House for my final senior years at Edinburgh

Academy. Mr Boyce was the housemaster at first and then Mr i took over

the role.
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my brother and his friends would protect me as well. My brother was only twelve, but
it was a hero moment. We felt like we had fought back and we were looking out for

each other.

v

It is striking that the school just seemed to let Brownlee run the boarding house
however he liked, with no supervision. The only house tutor | can remember was Mr
mand he enjoyed drinking a lot and sometimes he was very drunk. He had a
decanter of whisky in his room that we could see from outside and we could see it
disappear. He was the only other person in the boarding house who might have been
in a position to look after us, but he wasn't actually capable and therefore Brownlee
had a free rein.

Unfortunately, all the memories such as going for walks in the countryside with Mr
get tainted. One time we came back to Dundas House after a horrible
walk on a rainy day and, as we entered the hall where we all used to line up in the
morning, Mr (Sl the house tutor came down. As we stood there, he asked if we'd
had a nice walk. One boy, RSN rerlied “No, we're soaking wet” and [REllN
grabbed hold of the necklace that [Saglll] was wearing and twisted it round his neck.
He twisted it so hard that [JSifill passed out and dropped to the floor.

1BU

By was the P.E. teacher and he would hit boys occasionally if they were
being rebellious, but it was nothing compared to Brownlee. If boys didn’'t do what he
said he would punish them, however my memory of what he actually did is vague.
There were stories at school of him punishing boys, but I'm not sure at this time what
my own memories are and what | might have heard. | can’t remember exactly what
he did, but | don't think it was something that happened frequently.

| do recall once hearing about [RIChasing a senior pupil round the rugby pitch
and getting into a fistfight with them. Some of the seniors were big lads and [EEIl
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Bl /25 a small person who they could fight back. We laughed it off at the time as
just being [ERIlosing it.

v

When | was away at Blair House in either first or second year of the secondary school,
the teacher, Mr [GRJJlj took us on a walk on a particularly hot day. | thought Mr

N t=ucht I but '™ not sure. We stopped by a river and he decided to
strip off completely naked and go into the river in front of us all. It was an odd thing to

do.

Mr Rl woodwork teacher

It was a common chat amongst the students that the woodwork teacher, Mr [GallD
was attracted to boys. He paid more than a little attention to the better-looking boys

who were in his class. | think everyone would have recognised that reputation.

I have a vague memory of him joining us in the showers at Blair House. Again, it was

odd for a teacher to strip naked in front of you.

S I ‘oacher

We had a [Jjjjjij teacher who was known as g, whose name was possibly

ESE 3l = auite a big guy and yet he would try and sit on boys’ laps, but
the thing | found really weird was he would put his forehead against the student’s

forehead and stare right into their eyes in an inappropriate, creepy way. | don’'t know

what that was all about.

I look back now at Mr [EEJls behaviour and that of [l and think it was wrong,

but it became normal in the culture at Edinburgh Academy.

Bullying

18
























DocuSign Envelope ID: 8F035652-092A-4075-BBA0-DBE19176ES5AC

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

There has been engagement with the new rector through our survivors group, not with
me personally, but that has been more positive. He has shown a lot more concern to
try and right the things that happened in the past. | know that he went to every day of
the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry hearings and, from what | can tell, he sounds like a

good man. It does seem as if he is trying to do the right thing.
Records

I don’t know whether my parents might have some report cards from my time at
Edinburgh Academy. | certainly have nothing. | walked out that door and never looked
back.

Lessons to be Learned

| have been cautious about speaking to the Inquiry because | was never taken into
Brownlee’s study, but | spent three years in Dundas House with no peace, no rest and

living in constant fear.

Each child must be at the centre of every school. That wasn't the case for me.
Brownlee was an extreme example, but Edinburgh Academy did not show any care or
kindness. One moment of kindness from Mr [l stands out, but that was not the
culture of the school. Every child must be valued and cared for, beyond their sporting
or their academic ability. When that isn’t the case, the child must be able to raise it in
some way because no child should be sitting in school thinking they can’t get any help

and that nobody cares.

| don’t think a lot of the teachers at Edinburgh Academy were qualified to teach. |
know that in state schools you have to be qualified and that should be the case in
private schools too. People who were not fit to teach were teaching and | think the
Inquiry needs to look at that.

It is good that the Inquiry has acknowledged what happened at Edinburgh Academy.

I've carried it on my own and that acknowledgement has made a big difference. | hope
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the Inquiry will recognise that it was not just Brownlee, but that the whole culture of a
lack of care in the school was pervasive and it was unacceptable.

I hope the Inquiry will recognise the reality of what life was like at Edinburgh Academy
and that our abuse was not an isolated thing. It happened to a lot of us and it shouldn’t
have happened to anyone. A lot of people either knew what was happening or were
blind to it and | would like to see that acknowledged also.

I know that there will be hundreds of people who have not come forward and spoken
of their abuse. My brother’s friend -is a broken man, with no support. The school
is doing nothing for him or anyone else. Nobody is caring for those who are sitting
silently and who are broken. | hope the school proactively seeks out those people and
looks after them.

Other information

| have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence
to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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