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Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry

Witness Statement of

Support person present: No

1. My full name is [ EGzGz 7his has been my name since birth. My date of

birth is || N °72

Life at home

2. | was born at Western General Hospital in Edinburgh in 1972. My father was English
and my mother Maltese. They moved to Edinburgh from Suffolk in 1970 because of
my dad’s job. When | was born, my dad was an English teacher and mother a

homemaker. | have an older brother and sister.

3. | still remember the entry interview for Edinburgh Academy, aged four.

Edinburgh Academy Junior School

4, | started Edinburgh Academy as a day pupil when | was four years old. | was the
youngest in my year group. | don’t remember that being an issue. Mrs Durbin was
my teacher for my first year and Mrs Reed for the second. Mrs Reed was a bit
warmer.

5. | was in Denham Green for my first two years, aged four to six. Then | was in
Arboretum from six to ten years old, which was the prep school part. My first prep

school teacher was Mrs Cairns followed by Mrs Baxter, Mr Brownlee and Mr
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10.

1.

My memory is a fond one of effective teachers and it was a happy time

there.

Mr James Burnett was the headmaster of the prep school. He also taught me to play
the chanter. He used to tell us stories about being posted overseas and being in
Singapore so he must have been in the army. He would always say “Namaste”

before lessons, and was quite a charismatic character.

Mr Brownlee was my form teacher in my third year at Arboretum. He coined the

nickname “[lJff for me which was then my nickname for the rest of my time there.

Edinburgh Academy was a day school that also had boarders. As a day pupil | didn't
know who was a day pupil and who was a boarder because we had exactly the

same day at school. | did know that | NG =" the boarding house,

and they were friends with my mum and dad.

Routine in Junior School

In my first two years at the school, my mum would take me to school. You would go
inside, hang your coat up on a little hook and then have class with Mrs Durbin. My
mum made me perpetually late so | told Mrs Durbin a story about how | was late
because my mum was milking the cows, which she then asked my mum about. We

recall that as a funny story.

In Arboretum, We would have assembly in the morning. Some of the boys in the
junior school were called “odds” and | think they were the boys who had lunch at

home. We didn’t have any prefects in the prep school.
Schooling

Edinburgh Academy had a very traditional education system, which suited me well. |

was generally happy in the first two years at Denham Green, with the structure of the

2















DocuSign Envelope ID: 724EA18A-7AC8-4714-9900-97E4A4EEQ930

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

the norm, so it made it humorous and funny, and so it allowed him to then do other

things that were out of the norm. It was grooming and in hindsight very manipulative.

Being punished also involved sitting on Dawson’s lap. He would say to me, “you're
acres and acres of tickly, m as he put his hand under my shirt on my bare skin
and felt me all over. | don’t remember him touching my genitals but it was certainly
intrusive. It made me feel very uncomfortable. This happened about once a week
during my history lesson and it happened in plain sight in front of all the other boys.
That didn’t happen to any other boy in my class. | spoke to my friend, about it years

later and he said it didn’t happen to him and didn’t recall it happening to me either.

| didn’t really understand what was happening at the time and don’t remember
talking about it to any of the other boys or adults. | didn’t feel any fear of going back
to his class. The impact was very insidious. | remember every detail of those history
classes with Dawson, but | remember little or nothing about the rest of that whole
school year, so | must have had a very heightened sense of what was happening in

those classes.

Nothing happened to me outside of the history class because | was not a boarder.

Reporting of abuse at Edinburgh Academy

| didn't talk to any adult about the beatings from Dawson or sitting on his lap at the

time. | don’t remember other boys talking to each other either.

| didn’t tell any adult about it at the time because of the way it was done, so | didn’t
think of it as abuse at the time. It was confusing. If | had been more worried at the
time then the person | would have spoken to would have been Mr Drew, my form
teacher. He was quite approachable.
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Lessons to be Learned
56. | never received any age appropriate lessons around boundaries and what was
comfortable at Edinburgh Academy. | think if we had then one of the pupils would

have spoken up about what was happening.

57. | have no objection to my witness statement being published as part of the evidence

to the Inquiry. | believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
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