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27.

28.

29,

30.

31.

the lefthand side of the house was a bathroom and WC and the final room was the

matron’s bedroom that later became the house tutor's bedroom.

Along the back of the house was another storage room that was later converted into
another bathroom as the number of boarders increased. At the back, right-hand side

of the house was the matron/house tutor sitting room.

Dundas House was on a public street, at the open end of Kinnear Road with direct
access to Newfield playing fields. This was a busy area with parents dropping off and
picking up children, not least at weekends when match fixtures were taking place.
There was a whole hub of activity going on in the environment around Dundas House.

It was very much in the public eye to anyone passing.

Dundas House - State of repair
Letters to the rector

| have provided the Inquiry with two original letters from dad to the rector,
about the state of repair of Dundas House when we moved in. As previously stated,
we moved in in 1972 and the letters are dated 1973.

The stairs were uncarpeted. All the electric sockets were of the round pin metal types.
They were quite big chunky things and were often still live even when they were
switched off. We were forever going around looking for 5 amp to 15 amp adapters and
vice versa. | believe the previous house mistress, did not like tradesmen in the house,

so there was a lot of work needing done.

The point | am trying to make with these letters is that dad repeatedly pushed for
improvements to the house as he knew it was not acceptable. Mum and dad pushed
for night storage heaters as the free-standing paraffin heaters which were originally

suggested by the then Bursar, were clearly a recipe for disaster. Aside from other free-
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

The boarders had all their meals over at the prep school, including breakfast. We ate
our meals in the family dining room, but would sometimes go to the prep school for
our evening meal if we were late back from a weekend trip or something. That was not
that often. Lunch was provided at school, as part of the normal school day, but also at
weekends. There was a rota for all housemasters and tutors to supervise the meals
that the boarders attended. In the course of a normal weekday at the prep school,

pupils would sit at designated tables with their class teachers.

The pantry in Dundas House had the boys tuck boxes in it and that is where they kept
their snacks and sweeties.

Washing/Bathing

The boiler was wholly inadequate for providing hot water and would have had a direct
impact on how hot the water was for baths. | only had a hot bath when | went to my

grandparents. | thought baths were always tepid.

The resident matron was supposed to share toilet facilities with young boys. The boys’
idea of a clean toilet compared to the matron’s was very different, so it was impossible
to find a matron prepared to reside with such inadequate facilities. We then got Valerie
Henderson who was the day matron and came every weekday.

Clothing/Uniform

| have already mentioned how dad pushed for improvements to the fabric of Dundas,
but he was also keen for the boarders to be able to attend evening meals in their
“mufti’, mufti being the term used for non-uniform clothing. & | the rector,
wouldn’t hear of it and said they must wear their school uniform. Dad was continuously
trying to improve their lot and make things better for them, but none of that appeared
to come out during the Examination of Facts.
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g,

80.

81.

82.

Finally, with regard to Giles Moffatt, he sent his own children to Edinburgh Academy,
at least for the initial part of their education, at the prep school in Arboretum Road no

less. An astonishing step for someone to take in view of his apparently awful

experience.
ICD
In his evidence, (SNl t2'<s about 5 Kinnear Road when Dundas was actually

2 Kinnear Road. A small error, but which again demonstrates what little attempt was
made to ensure his statement is accurate. He talks about only being seven years old
when he arrived at Dundas House, but he was only seven for the first fortnight, so he
was eight for the vast majority of that session in Dundas. He talks about being
homesick which is understandable. He said he was slight as a child, but | never thought
of him as that, he was certainly more athletic than | was and sturdy. We were in the

same year at school.

| remember one time we were going to make a film, assaid he had access to what
| assume at the time was a “cine” camera. | typed out the credits onto a roll of paper
using dad’s typewriter and fashioned a crude rolling system using a cardboard box
and two lengths of bamboo. | couldn’t get the paper roll to work smoothly and |
remember dad helping us make it work, so he was hardly this scary person if he was
helping us with projects. As usual with many ideas at that age, the film was never

made, as the cine camera never appeared.

When we were in Primary 5, the prep dining hall suffered a bad fire, which meant it
could not be used for a period of many months. Weekday lunchtimes were mainly
packed lunches, although soup stations were also provided. Supplying meals for the
boarders was a significant problem which was solved by Christian Salvesen, who at
the time had offices, with catering facilities, at the opposite end of Kinnear Road. This
is where the boarders’ meals were served until the school's own dining hall was
repaired. As there were no other catering facilities within walking distance of the

boarding houses, this was a godsend. | remember dad being very annoyed at
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83.

84.

85.

86.

IcD when he saw him using one of the easy chairs as a trampoline whilst
waiting in the queue. The reputation of the Academy was always very important to dad
and he would certainly have been annoyed that this foolish action was jeopardising
this company’s relationship with the Academy. | think he would have got a ‘chewing
out’ about it, but | did not see or hear anything. The complainers frequently state that

they were punished even if they didn’t do anything, but the reality is usually different.

B < s at length about dad’s alleged assaults. The stairs from the ground
floor to the first floor in Dundas House were two flights of stairs and the first flight was
very long. It started immediately at the downstairs hallway. The stairs between the
middle floor and the top floor were much steeper, as they had further up to get before

they got to our bedroom door, as is clear from my floor plans.

For Sl to suogest he was pushed down these top stairs by dad is just
absolutely crazy. He states that the stairs he was allegedly pushed down was the
“non carpeted section”. No part of the one and only staircase was carpeted, yet
another factual error. The stairs were covered with a green linoleum, with a white non-
slip rubber tread on the edge. If anyone was to fall down these stairs it could have
been fatal or a hospital trip with a broken limb at the very least, which would have
required a lot of explaining. It makes absolutely no sense at all for dad to have taken
this enormous risk.

B s served in the armed forces, in what appears to be front line duty.
No doubt he has experienced some appalling sights during his service, yet we are

meant to believe that his time in Dundas House appears to eclipse everything else.

Another person who | can’t remember now talks about dad rattling a snooker cue up
the banister of the stairs. The banisters were not your typical domestic banisters, but
were very thick, almost the thickness of a human thigh, so this would have been really
difficult to do. It would have just sounded like someone thumping up the stairs.
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92.

93.

94.

95.

ask their children if they have written their Christmas thank you letters would

recognise.

It is also worth pointing out that boarders had ample opportunity to send letters, other
than those written during designated letter writing time. These could have been passed
to day boys at school for posting at any time. Alternatively, if they were not involved in
matches on a Saturday morning, the boys were able to go round to the shops at
Goldenacre to spend their pocket money. This was an unsupervised activity and
presented the perfect opportunity to send a letter to anyone with any content they

wished. The idea that their communication with home was only through dad is false.

Bl was another complainer against dad in the criminal trial. He is so vague
with details that he states he could not remember if his own brother was in Dundas
House with him over the time the allegations took place. | have a picture of those
boarders in 198l which clearly shows that [gJand his brother were in the house at
the same time, together. That was the picture that was repeatedly used ||| Gz
It beggars belief_can’t remember that his own brother was in the house
at the same time.

These complainers are so sure about their memories, but are then so vague about
other aspects because, they haven'’t even bothered to check the basics. The court has
relied on the accuracy of their testimonies, but yet again, this is another glaring factual
error that could, and should, have been checked by the authorities if they had been
bothered.

N s = t<d that bed wetting in Dundas House was dealt with well. Giles Moffat
said in his evidence to the Inquiry that bedwetters would be dragged out of their bed
and thrown in a cold bath. Moffatt is also in the above-mentioned photograph with“
“at Dundas House, so they were there at the same time, yet with polarising
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96.

97.

98.

99,

views on how bedwetting was handled. Moffatt is the only one to comment negatively

on bed wetting.

B 2 'so talks about mum letting him into our family sitting room to let him watch
a television programme that the rest of the house boys didn’t want to watch on their

television. Again, hardly cold and inhumane treatment from mum.

“speaks about being made to work in the garden in the cold and digging soll
with his bare hands. Dad was a keen gardener and to suggest that this was some sort
of punishment is ridiculous. There would have been tools provided. Again, dad would
have no motive for making them work with their bare hands in the depths of winter.
There would have been zero benefit to him and mum having all the boarders off school
with colds and chills. This would have resulted in a huge amount of extra work for them
both and questions being asked as to how all the houseboys came to be ill. Gardening

is regarded as a panacea these days, so maybe my dad was just ahead of his time.

_talks about having difficulties with his own parents and mentions his
“screaming matches” with them. This is a common theme with the complainers who
were boarders in that they had often had issues with their own parents, compounded
by being sent away to board. | have every sympathy with that, as | would have hated
to be a boarder.

Some of the boarders’ parents were at the other side of the world and it can’t have
been pleasant. Boarding must have been an unhappy time for some of them, but it
was not of mum and dad’s doing. They did not send them away. They did all they
could to try and make boarding life as normal and fulfilling as possible. | also think that
many of these complainers are transposing their own familial difficulties and
unhappiness onto mum and dad. Today’s culture is always to blame someone else for
your woes, when the problem lies closer to home, as | will elaborate on later.

Nicky Campbell
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110.

111.

112.

113.

allegations were dismissed. Secondly, and more importantly, in an Examination of
Facts there is no guilty or not guilty verdict. The charges are either found or not found.
If the much-vaunted BBC Verify is worth anything, it should be looking at what its own
licence payer funded presenters are saying and ensuring that anything they say,
especially when the topic is of a vested personal interest, is reported accurately. If

nothing else, it renders the BBC “duty of care” protocol meaningless.

is another one of the main movers against dad, along with Giles
Moffatt and Nicky Campbell. | had never heard of him until the Inquiry, nor was he ever
mentioned by dad. He is yet another one that just goes on guess work and supposition
with regard to dad’s supposed motives. His first factual error is saying that dad was

originally from Leven, when he is not, he is from Kirkcaldy.

ES - <o said that dad applied to the private sector because he had a chip on his
shoulder and a grudge against them, which is not true, as is covered in detail later.
IKA admits himself to behaving appallingly at the school and says he wasn’t
happy there, yet he still decided to send his own children there. It can’t have been that
bad. Sl 2'so admits to having issues with his own parents. This could be another
case of transposing his own family problems onto someone else.

E 2/ <s about meeting dad at |l Go'f Club and wanting to bury a five
iron in dad’s head. That is completely at odds with our own experiences at ||| | | |

which | will go into in detail later.

Mum and dad’s name and address was publicly available in the phonebook until about
five years ago. | suggested they came off it as my father-in-law was getting phone
calls from scammers and it seemed sensible to do the same with mum and dad. For
all dad’s school life and after when we were in || Jll} everyone knew where he
lived, but S thought it was mysterious that they had moved house. Mum and

dad moved house in December 2021, over two years before we knew anything was
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afoot, but as usual this house move was portrayed as being of more sinister

significance.

114. S ta'ks about being the only person in his year who didn't live in a big house

and that he was aware of the financial sacrifices his parents had made to send him to
a private school. It is unlikely that any eight-to ten-year-old would be aware of their
parents’ financial reality. Children can’t conceive what the running cost of a household
is at that age. was also very critical of his own parents in his statement,

despite the sacrifices they had apparently made on his behalf.

115. A 2'so says that the boarders were not allowed out, but they were. Another

116.

11T

factual inaccuracy by somecne who was never a boarder. Some stays away were
planned well in advance, but boarders could also be asked out at short notice. It was
an Academy requirement that every boarder had someone close by, usually a relative,
in this country, if their parents lived abroad. Boarders could be asked out at very short
notice. | know this for a fact as | would sometimes answer the phone and it would be
so-and-so wanting to take “Johnny” away for the weekend, sometimes at one day’s
notice. | didn’t give permission of course but would go and find mum or dad to take the
call. The idea that dad worked things out so there was always enough notice for
bruises to have disappeared, for example, is complete rubbish, and illustrates a total
misunderstanding of how the boarding houses worked.

It was the same for day boys who would have been going home every day. They were
at an age where they would have been having supervised baths by their parents, but
apparently never saw all these terrible injuries and bruises that the complainers talk

about.

i also talks about a lot of Academy teachers living in Trinity, as this
is supposedly of significance. This was a time when most people lived closer to their
place of work and with all three campuses of the school on the north side of the city,
why wouldn’t teachers be living in Trinity. Again, sees suspicious activity

when there is none.
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118. ESHEEEE /=s in my brother's year and not a particularly smiley person. He

has had tragedy in his life. His brother, i} who was also at the Academy, was killed
in a car crash. His girlfriend died in a terrorist incident, but we are led to believe the
most traumatic thing in his life was when he was at Dundas House. He did not mention

losing his brother or girlfriend in his evidence to the Inquiry, which is astonishing.

119. [EEJlsaid that mum was cold in Dundas House and enjoyed their suffering. He said

that they only ever saw the back of her head, which is just astounding because if they
only saw the back of her head, it was probably because she was going off to do the
next task on their behalf. This is when it starts to stray into the territory of blaming the
whole family. It started off with dad, but then mum was brought into it and that is just
appalling. | have spoken to other boarders who have said she was never cold. It is just
unforgiveable.

120. RS cic not mention that mum once took him to the Western General

121.

Hospital for suspected concussion after a rugby game. She says she can still visualise
him lying there in accident and emergency in his games kit. Hardly the actions of a
cold and uncaring person. Mum was quite frequently at the Western General Hospital

with boarders who had suffered games injuries outwith the house.

U also said in court that dad had confiscated a gift of a toy he had been given
and Neil and | were playing with them in front of him. That was the first we had heard
of that. We had our own toys and | can’t think of the number of times our toys were

mislaid or packed up in error when boarders left the house.

122. [l said he witnessed physical abuse on a daily basis to the Inquiry. He said that

we were lined up to go to school and our hair was combed violently and painfully by
dad. It was made out to sound like dad had a special comb or something. | know the

comb, as he used it on his own hair. It was a metal comb, presumably for hygiene
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123.

reasons, but was not particularly fine toothed. It was a comb for use on human hair. It
was known what was required in the morning and if your hair had to be combed it was

because you were not doing your hair properly yourself.

On the subject of hair, dad’s hair has been variously described in statements as curly,
straight, and wavy and was brown, sandy and dirty blonde in colour. I'd love to see

that identikit photo. A further example of hazy and inaccurate memories taken as fact.

124. Sl talked about dad humiliating twins and them having to be sent home. We never

had twins in Dundas House and no one was ever sent home. Again, this is verifiable

from the Academy’s own records.

125. [EEHlsaid he was hosed down with cold showers and then plunged into a cold bath,

126.

127.

but there were never any showers in Dundas House. He also talks about being put in
boiling hot baths, but you were lucky to get a tepid bath in the house. His description
of boiling hot showers and freezing cold baths is just ludicrous. The only “showers” in
Dundas were the rubber shower heads that you stuck on the bath taps. As anyone
with experience of these knows, it only takes a minute adjustment of one tap to change

the temperature radically, or even someone in the next room flushing the toilet.

L was about three years older than me and always wore glasses. | have
many pictures of him looking very happy that | have provided the Inquiry with. One of
them is a formal picture of all the boarders with my brother, me, and my parents. [Slll

looks like he is about to burst out laughing.
Bl speaks at length in his statement about the issues he had with his own parents

and his poor behaviour long before he came to the Academy. Another case of
unloading issues he already had and blaming them on dad.

28



Docusign Envelope ID: CCC3024B-07AB-40F 1-89BA-F2219B1999F6

128.

129.

| also have pictures of S EEGz o 2 tric to the beach. Mum and dad would take
us and the boarders out at the weekend of their own volition. There were always things
to do. SNl < e said in his evidence that there were always things to do. The

pictures | have given the Inquiry of trips do not show a lot of terrified people.

L is also in this formal photograph and slept in the bed next to

o] stated in his evidence to the Inquiry that he has no

recollection of | being dragged out of bed to have ‘hell rained on him’

which is what (SN szic in G - icc Nor does B

mention that dad’s study, where the alleged assault took place, was on the floor below

his dorm.

130. [Sllspoke about the Blair House trip and that someone was so scared to go to the

131.

132.

toilet on the walk that they soiled themselves. We have photographs of that trip, and
indeed that very walk and | have provided them to the Inquiry. Other teachers, or
adults, were always on these trips too and often their spouses would come. Mum was

always on these trips as well as she did all the cooking.

The Blair House trips were a major exercise as we had to take all the food and sleeping
bags. They happened once a year in May. Someone said in their evidence they were
only taken there to get tired out. The only people getting tired out were mum, dad, and
the other staff present, as it was a major logistical exercise. There would have been

much easier ways to “tire” the boys out at home.

B s i the photographs and does not exactly look traumatised from the
walk and playing in the river. Everyone is looking remarkably content in the pictures.
Sometimes people would get travel sick because it was a windy road for the last 15
miles of the journey to Blair House. | remember dad congratulating one boy who was
sick as soon as he got off the bus and dad said, “well done for holding it in” or
something similar. | also specifically remember us all singing the song, “Oh boy” on
this trip with [l Ve just don't understand where all this is coming from.
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133. [Ella'so told the Inquiry, and | quote “No one lasted in Dundas.” | must emphasise

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

that no boarder left Dundas House or the school, during mum and dad'’s tenure in the
House. For the umpteenth time, here is yet another factual error which again can be

evidenced in the Academy roll books.

_was a pioneer of what we now call After School Club. He was in the
same year as my brother, but not a boarder. He would come back with the boarders
from school and play and do homework, before his parents collected him to take him
home in the evening. This was an arrangement that had been made to look after him
and was most unusual at the time. | very much doubt there was a financial
arrangement and | don’t think | ever heard him or his family say thank you.

B =5 the one who said mum knitted a felt cloth for dad’s clacken. For a
start it is rubbish that dad would have a cover for the clacken and in any event, you
don't knit felt. It is just poorly thought up rubbish. | did not even see my dad with a
clacken in his hand, ever. Dad is someone who is notorious for never being able to
find anything. It is a running joke in the family. He certainly didn’t pack a clacken in his

bag to take to school every day. Sometimes he did not even have a bag at all.

The clacken was just a part of Academy culture and boys traditionally used it for ball
games, although not in my day. | have some pictures | have provided the Inquiry with,

of children playing with clackens at the Prep school.

B s invited to go on the Blair House trip. If he had concerns about the
people he was going away with, then presumably he would not have gone. It was a

residential trip and he was not compelled to go as he was not a boarder.

B i2«s about a headmaster called Mr Bennett, but there was no

headmaster called Bennett, it was Burnett. Again, he has not bothered to check that.
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144,

145.

146.

147.

148.

Reunion in April 2022 and he asked about dad, as he knew he was unwell. | candidly
told him that dad had Alzheimer’s.

He says to the Inquiry that he never saw John Brownlee abuse a child. He worked at
the upper school and would only have seen dad as a parent. Neither he nor Rob Cowie
had direct links with dad on a daily basis. They taught a mile away at the Upper School

campus at Henderson Row.

In all the media coverage, it is always a picture of Henderson Row that is used, with
titles like, “Corridors of Fear”. Well, maybe so, but dad didn’t work there. | have never

seen a picture published of where dad did work.

Rob Cowie and Tony Cook are very much still part of the Academical community, so
they are maybe hearing things and putting two and two together and making five, |
don'’t know. Tony Cook’s wife made a comment about never letting any children board
with the Brownlees if whatts saying in his statement is true. She is known

to be very eccentric.

IBU said he never really got on with dad. That may be so but that was probably
because dad didn’t automatically say yes to things. was in charge of sports
throughout the whole school, but had very little to do with the Prep School. Dad’s
rugby coaching was invariably successful, so it is not like there was any issue with
quality. We have various mementos in the house, presented to successful teams that
dad coached. He never coached rugby alone and there was always another teacher

present.
Rugby was mid-morning, twice a week. | remember being on other pitches at the time

when dad was there coaching. [N v2s the one that | remember taking
rugby practice with dad at that time.
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149.

150.

151.

B =5 2 housemaster in Scott House for the majority of the time we were
in Dundas House. His son, i} used to come and play in the common room with
our boys. In his Inquiry statement he said he had no idea that dad was involved in
abuse at all and cannot believe these allegations. He was one of the people closest to
Dundas House and had no idea at all. If he did have concerns, he would surely not

have allowed his son to come and play at our house.

ICM

K :ic o reports of abuse of children ever
rezched in.
e —1

convincing themselves that things happened. The survivors do meet a lot and talk

about things. It is all just words.
Norman Jack

Norman was my dad’s colleague at the Prep School and he said that dad announced
to the staff that lan Wares had left because of abuse. | think it would be very odd for
dad to do that and not the headmaster. Something as seismic as that would not be
assigned to the deputy head, if dad even was deputy head at that time. Nor is it
completely clear at that stage if Wares’ departure was as the result of abuse. If it
happened the way Norman said, | think that is very strange. It could just be confusion

on his part.

James Burneft
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161.

162.

163.

164.

when that came to an end, he went back to teach at Kirkcaldy Secondary School. |
have provided the Inquiry with the original letter, which thankfully had been kept safely.

Dad received another letter then inviting him back to the Academy to be a class
teacher. The letter | have provided is from the Rector at Edinburgh Academy, (il
Bl cated 14" May 1964. It has been provided to the Inquiry too.

Dad did not apply to work at Edinburgh Academy because he had a grudge against
private education. He was put forward, from the other worthy candidates to assist with
the games programme, the Academy coming back to him five years later, offering him
a full-time teaching post. They approached him and said they were expanding the
Junior School and wished him to be part of it. To say he had a grudge against private
education is all just part of creating a negative narrative, which as with so much else

in this case has no relation to reality.

| saw dad interact daily with the boarders. | never saw him administer any corporal
punishment. | never saw him hurting anyone in any way. The staff that felt compelled
to come forward to the and/or criminal process admitted, without exception, that they

never saw anything either.

Dad undoubtedly told pupils ‘which way was up’. He was in control in his classroom
and the boarding house. You were expected to abide by the rules which were clear
and for everyone’s mutual benefit. People like Nicky Campbell would not have liked
being told what to do. It may be their egos, their own troubled family relationships or
other personal or professional hangups, that are making them now say what they are
saying about dad. | think COVID has been a time when everyone has reflected and
maybe thought they aren’t where they wanted to be in life, so it must be someone
else’s fault. Today’s culture is always about blaming someone else. It is never self-
done.
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176.

17T

178.

179.

witnesses were prepared to stand up and be counted. These included former pupils,
one of whom was a retired headmaster, with extensive educational and pastoral

knowledge.

The Academy’s current chaplain, a role traditionally with a pastoral element to it, also
gave evidence for the defence about his experiences of dad and | thought that was
quite telling. | felt the Sheriff had already made up his mind long before any of the

defence witnesses spoke.

The Sheriff shut me down in response to a question about RGN being ‘tomn
from his mother” when he arrived at the house. | replied that | did not see him being
torn from his mother and | am sure his mother would have had something to say about
that. | remember [Nl s arrival very well and it must have been a very
traumatic time in his life, but that was not of mum or dad’s doing. The fact of the matter
is his mother would have had something to say about him being torn from her. It just
wasn't as it happened. The hour of parting was a stressful time for the boarders and

their parents.

Police Scotland

Shortly before the Examination of Facts, we had a visit from Police Scotland, very early
in the morning. They said that our lawyers had requested they take a statement from
us. | called our lawyer and asked why he wanted another statement from us when we

had already given him one and he said he had not asked for this to take place.

Eventually | found out it was the Crown Office who sent the police, but the police were
adamant it was our defence lawyers who sent them. They went to my mum’s first and
she sent them to my brother's where they repeated that they were acting on our
lawyer’'s behalf. | was on the phone to my brother, having just spoken to our lawyer

when they arrived and | told him that our lawyer had said they were not acting at his
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189.

200.

201.

202.

| was at a reunion of Academy pupils back in March 2022. It was a multi-year reunion,
so the year above and the year below me where there. There was no inkling of
anything then. These events are always ‘well lubricated’, so people are more inclined
to say things, but nothing was said to me at all of a negative nature. There were some
of our former boarders there and | spoke to one at great length. He asked after mum

and dad. He was aware that dad was not in good health, it was common knowledge.

In December 2022 | was invited back to adjudicate the Division Music Competition at
the Academy. | would never have agreed to that if | had thought there was any trouble

brewing. This is a large event with lots of staff and parents present.

Reporting of Abuse

The first we knew of any allegation against dad was |Jjjj2023. On the BBC news
App, it shows the front pages of all the newspapers and my wife saw an Academy boy
on the front of |||l Much later that day, and only after my wife had
reminded me when we were in a supermarket, did | buy the paper. As | read it, it was
clear that the boy was talking about Dundas House and dad, although he wasn’t
named, it tallied with the dates. [ 2s the boy in the picture, although as
he wasn't wearing glasses, it didn’t look anything like him as we knew him. |G
actually did us a huge favour, as without this article being published, the first we
would have known about anything would have been dad getting arrested.

Impact

Dad was retired nearly thirty years and away from Dundas forty-one years and we
heard absolutely nothing against him during that time. He does not know anything
about the allegations against him because of his Alzheimer’s. He would not be able to
understand. It was reported in one of the newspapers that he *failed to attend court”

for the first diet. He didn’t fail to attend, he was not expected or required to attend.
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203.

204.

205.

206.

207,

208.

Mum has been hit very hard by all of this. She had already had a couple of mini strokes
prior to this and the strain on her has been immense. She should not have had to deal
with this at her stage of life. To have the person that she has been married to for sixty
years paraded like this in the public domain and people saying anything they want

about him has been intolerable for her.

To hear people like [ soccu/'ating that maybe she was under the cosh
from dad as well, hurts. She has known dad longer than anyone. [REIEGTGN
knows nothing about their marriage.

Around the same time as all this was coming out it was clear that dad had to go into
care. This is a seismic event in anyone’s life, but for mum to have to make that decision
alongside all of this was huge. To put your partner of almost sixty years into care would
be enough for most people to have to cope with, but it has almost been eclipsed by

this whole business.

In many ways, we were thankful that dad was in a care home, as we were able to

discuss things at home without him being there when he would not have understood.

Mum has also seen her own reputation being tarnished by complainers saying she
enjoyed their suffering. These boarders have no idea what was done for their benefit
and wellbeing, in exactly the same way school pupils have little idea of the work
undertaken by teachers outwith the classroom for their benefit. The complainers don't
know about the letters to the rector from dad trying to make things better for them. It
is the twenty-four seven care of other people’s children and that is such a responsible
job, even more so for young children. | come back to the point that not one boarder in
their care left Dundas, or indeed the school, when mum and dad were running the
house.

| have provided the Inquiry with a photograph of two brothers who boarded with us.

Their father held a very senior position within the armed forces in Northern Ireland at
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