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school at eighteen, John carried out national service with the RAF before starting his
studies at Edinburgh University.

Whilst at Edinburgh University, John used the gym a lot. Colonel Usher, the head of
the gym, was asked by SN <’ Edinburgh Academy’s Preparatory School,
Miss [SEI i they could provide a student to assist taking their boys for games.
John was asked and was later interviewed by GG GBSl of Edinburgh
Academy, and was offered the job. The Prep was still based at Henderson Row and
John would walk the boys along to Raeburn Place for games. This would be in 1959,

some 65 years ago.

John completed his studies at Edinburgh University, gaining an MA in Geography and
in one other subject. He went on to Moray House where he gained a post-graduate
teaching qualification, Chapter IV, and Article 39 in Geography, and | think French. He
also gained a DipEd at Edinburgh University that year. On finishing his studies at
Edinburgh, John returned to Kirkcaldy where he taught geography at Kirkcaldy

Secondary School. The school is now called Balwearie High School.

In 1964, completely out of the blue, John was approached to join Edinburgh Academy
staff. The Prep School by that time had moved to the purpose-built campus at
Arboretum Road. John was interviewed by then rector, and appointed to
the staff of the Prep School in September that year. That was 60 years ago.

John and | married in the December of that year, and we moved to Edinburgh. | started
teaching at South Queensferry Junior Secondary and Primary School in January 1965.
| taught there for around three years, up until we had our son, Graeme in 1968. We

had our second son, Neil, in 1970 and moved into Dundas House in August 1972.

John was initially appointed as a junior master and it was later in his career that he
was appointed as deputy head of the Junior School, a role created by Edinburgh

Academy to replace the archaic ‘senior master’ title.

John remained at the Prep for the rest of his teaching career, retiring in 1995.
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During his employment, and for almost 30 years of retirement, there was no whisper
of any complaint against John. Contrary to speculation, by one or more vociferous
complainers, John did not hail from Leven in Fife, nor did he apply for the Academy
on the basis he had a chip on his shoulder about private schools, hence John's
supposed application for a post with Edinburgh Academy. John at no time applied for

a job with the Academy. He was actually head-hunted by the school twice.

We left Dundas House in July 1983. There was a reorganisation going on with the
boarding houses and Dundas House was going to be the first house to-close because
it was the smallest. We were at maximum capacity at the time, as school records will
show. We didn’t actually own a house of our own at that time as we had sold our house
when we moved into Dundas House in 1972. All other EA boarding houses closed in
due course.

I retired in 1999 at the age of fifty-nine, John is six years older than me and had retired
in 1995, four years earlier. Neither of us worked again and we enjoyed our retirement

together.

In 2019, following several years of noticeable decline, John was formally diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s. He is in a nursing home now and doesn’t know anything about the
allegations that have been made against him.

Dundas Boarding House

We moved into Dundas House in August 1972. Our son Graeme was four years old
and our younger son, Neil, was two. We lived there until summer 1983. Housemasters
at Edinburgh Academy normally carried out the role for ten years, however we were
asked to stay for an additional year, while the reorganisation of the houses was
finalised.

Edinburgh Academy had four boarding houses, all situated on Kinnear Road. Three
of the houses were purpose built, but not Dundas. Up until this point, the boys from

the Prep School used one of these bigger houses along with the older boys. Dundas
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House was used by teenage boys until it was decided that the Prep School boys
should be in a house by themselves. This decision had nothing to do us. Previously,
all the housemasters were Upper School staff. But now, the school thought they would
need a housemaster from the Prep and John was offered the post. This was the third
time that Edinburgh Academy had offered John a post, this time by Rector
Bl and Jim Britton, headmaster of the Prep.

Housemaster and Housemaster’'s Wife

The four boarding houses all had housemasters. The housemasters’ wives were all
given a nominal salary to cover for the matron on her weekly day off. It was a small
amount of money but technically we were employed by Edinburgh Academy. John's
position was that of housemaster and | was known as the housemaster’'s wife. | was

never spoken to by anyone from the Academy about my role in Dundas House.

In Edinburgh Academy’s Upper School, there were masters who weren't actually
registered or qualified as teachers, although that did change over time. John was a
registered and qualified teacher. The other three housemasters were from the Upper
School, and | don’t know if any of them were interviewed or had qualifications for the

housemaster’s role.
Matron’s accommodation

The matron’s accommodation in Dundas House was appalling. They were given two
rooms on the top floor which were not interconnecting and had to share a bathroom

and toilet with the boys.

Ouir first matron moved from one of the other boarding houses because she thought
looking after the younger boys would be an enjoyable change for her. She worked with
us for a year but the poor accommodation and having to share a toilet with the boys

really wasn'’t acceptable for her, so she left.
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The house was full, and we were in great demand. There was no cause for concern
and nothing for anybody to worry about. There was no set routine for visits to the house
by what would now be described as senior management of the school. | just don't
remember anyone ever asking us if we were all right. There were no routine visits from
anybody at the school or from the school board of governors, but there would be

informal visits.

I do think John enjoyed his role as housemaster although it was a great responsibility.

We both enjoyed living in the boarding house, it was an interesting if exhausting, life.
Boarders at Dundas House

The number of boys boarding at Dundas House varied from sixteen up to twenty, which
was the absolute maximum. There was a great demand for that age group. So much
so, that the Academy had these metal framed bunkbeds installed. These weren’t the
bunkbeds you would think of nowadays. | think they were ex-RAF beds. | can
remember John saying they were similar to beds he slept on during his national service
days. The boys brought their own duvets and covers-to replace the old blue blankets.
These brightened up the dorms considerably and added a touch of personalisation

and character.

The boys were aged between eight and ten, which was primary 4 to primary 6. There
must have been over a hundred boys who stayed with us over the years we were

there. Some were with us for two years, occasionally for three.

There were many visits from other “Day Boys.” One of the housemaster’s sons,-
- who was the same age as Neil, spent a great deal of time in Dundas House.
He also came to Blair House with us. Another boy came after school for prep, an early
example of After School Care. He provided a statement to the Inquiry. His name was
I < has alleged that | had knitted or created “a felt cloth” which was

placed over the boys prior to them being hit. This is a total figment of his imagination.
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They started changing out of their uniform after school, but the Rector didn't like it and
said they were not to cross the road out of uniform. That meant the boys had to go for
their evening meal wearing their school blazer when they really needed to be out of

their school uniform, but it wasn’t allowed.

The Prep School and Upper School were very different. They were on different

campuses and there was little interaction between them.

John did have considerable correspondence between himself and the rector and
bursar challenging the archaic requirement for boys of that age to wear their blazers
in the evening, as well as the state of the house and other matters, all of which would
have been to the benefit of the boys. The rector would be Mr[Eililfand then, later, Mr
Ellis. My elder son has submitted correspondence between John and various Rectors,

along with their responses, to the Inquiry.

Anyway, weather permitting, the boys would go over to the field to play after school.
We didn’t send them out in the rain, as somebody has suggested in one of the Inquiry
statements. After a time, the boys would come back in for their evening meal. The
timing of that meal varied over the years as it was difficult to find a time that suited the
eight-year-olds and the seventeen-year-olds across all four boarding houses. They
would go over the road to the prep dining hall for their evening meal and when finished,

come back for prep etc.
Bathtime

Initially, we had two baths, although latterly they put a third bath on the top floor. There
was never enough hot water, it was an ongoing significant problem. We had to have
a strict rota, and the boys would generally have a bath twice a week. Our matron,
Valerie, would wash their hair for them in the afternoon before they went for their
evening meal. There were no showers in Dundas House.

Valerie would also make sure they had all the clothes they needed. She would be

there until around 5:00 pm, around the time the boys were going for their evening
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In one of the Inquiry statements, someone suggested that John ‘grilled’ him over what
he was going to spend his pocket money on. This is at best a misrepresentation of

what was likely a humorous exchange.
Sport & weekends

The boys at Dundas House were generally too young to take part in sport on a
Saturday morning as it was for boys in the first and second teams. | do remember one
of our boys, S \=s in a cricket team with my son Neil, so he would
have been involved but by and large their Saturday mornings were free.

On Saturday afternoons, something would be arranged. Occasionally, they would be
taken to the pictures at the Ritz in Canonmills. Other times they would go swimming

at Drumsheugh.

If they didn’'t go out on a Saturday afternoon, the outing would be on a Sunday, and
we would have use of the school minibus. | would sometimes go on these trips. We
would go to the south of Edinburgh, to the Pentland Hills or to the Forth Bridge. It was
to get them out for the afternoon in their ‘mufti.” They were allowed to wear their own

clothes on the weekend.
Church on a Sunday

On Sunday mornings, the boys would go to Inverleith Church and to the Sunday school
there. John carried out church duty on a rota system with the other three
housemasters. All the senior boys had to sit in church, while the younger ones were

at Sunday school.
The boys would wear a Kilt if they had one. After lunch, they would change out of it

before going on the Sunday outing. We have some happy photographs of these

outings.
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wasn’t us who made that decision. Their recollections now from that time, when they

were at a young age, up to half a century ago, remain confused.

At every school holiday, including half-terms, and every boarder would go home or to
be with relatives or schoolfriends, including for weekends out. Even my own two sons

were often sent to my parents in Kirkcaldy.

The boys in Dundas House, or any EA boarding house for that matter, were not in a
permanent care set-up, confined for years at a time, as some commentators would

have us believe.
Support for the boys

Matron’s role was to look after the boys in every respect. It wasn't just the practical
side of things; we needed to know how they were feeling as well. It would be obvious

by their faces.

As | have said, much of their unhappiness was because they were away from home,
and | couldn’t fix that. That did pass and would usually only be for a few weeks at the
most. We thought it better they did not meet any relatives etc until their third weekend
in the house.

There were no mobile phones back then. On one occasion we allowed a boy to speak
to his mother on the telephone on a long-distance line. As it turned out, the boy coped
fine, but his mother was in floods of tears. We didn't allow them to speak to their
parents on the phone after that. If they went out to a phone box at the weekend, that
was different and there was nothing to stop them. In this day and age with mobiles, it

must all be such a different scenario.

In one of the Inquiry statements, a boy talks about me allowing him to watch television
in our sitting room as he wanted to watch something different from the other boys. | do

remember that and although he is anonymous in his Inquiry statement, | know it is
EEEE | rcmember every single one of these boys. [ was a really nice,
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helpful boy. He had such a smiling face. He had an older brother, who

joined us the year before.

In[Elil s statement, he hardly mentions his brother and says that he can’t remember
if he was in the house at the same time as him. They overlapped by a term. [l

makes some strange allegations about his time in Dundas House.

Bl comments on Dundas House being an emotionally cold place, but | remember
him always having a smile on his face. He was a cheerful boy, so | don’t understand

his claims being made forty years later.

B El s brother, didn’t see his parents for a whole year when he first came
to Dundas House. They did have good grandparents who kept in touch.

If any of the boys had concerns, we thought they would tell us. If not us, why wouldn’t
they tell whoever they were out with at the weekend? Some of them had devoted

grandparents, an auntie, or really good friends.

I remember there was something going on in one of the top floor dormitories. A boy
wanted away from his roommates, so John moved him to another dormitory. This was
EI \'hen we knew about a concern, we would do something about it.

There was no formal process for a boy to make a complaint. It was the 1970’s/early
80’s and there just wasn’t anything like that back then.

The boys would talk to our matron, Valerie, she was very good with them. | wouldn’t
say it was pastoral support Valerie was providing as that wasn’t a common expression
back then. To my mind, it was just something we would do in looking after them and if
something was bothering them. | would be more inclined to call it emotional support.

I never said anything to them about speaking to us about any problems they had. They
had every opportunity to talk to us, and they did. Some would chat away non-stop, and

these are still a good memory | have from these years. We were constantly accessible.
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Records

We didn’'t keep any official records of the boys. There was no official medical record
other than the GP’s notes or hospital records. Just notes for our own use were kept. It

was a small enough group for us to know each boy.

School reports would go to the parents, but | don’t remember if John was expected to
add his comments as housemaster to that in terms of how the boy was doing in the
house. Parental contact would be with us by letter or phone. This was before email

and mobile phones.

Voluntary Involvement in Edinburgh Academy Groups

John worked for and supported five heads-of the Prep over 31 years. He was also
involved with the wider Edinburgh Academy community and was in almost weekly
contact with academicals. John was elected secretary of the Edinburgh Academical
Football Club (EAFC), which was the former pupil's rugby team. He was also elected
president of the Edinburgh Academicals Cricket Club (EACC). It is inconceivable that
John would have been elected to these positions by former pupils if there had been
any issues.

John had voluntary involvement with activities which regularly brought him into contact
with former pupils, who were by then bigger and fitter than he was. This is hardly the
behaviour of someone who had something to hide. John was also a member of the
Academical Ancients, a golfing group, which he had been invited to join by Bruce
Stenhouse, the then registrar of Edinburgh Academy. This group varied its
membership as the years progressed, and natural events took their toll. The group
consisted almost exclusively of former EA pupils, many of whose sons John had taught
or was even currently teaching. The group also included some directors of Edinburgh
Academy.
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know my personal feelings about the fact that you are not my successor; | can only
add that Laurance Smith will be a lucky man if you look after him half as well as you
have looked after me. With all my heart, John, thank you for what you have done. The
school and | both owe you an enormous debt. With my very best wishes and warmest
regards, Yours aye, James.” The letter is dated 18 December 1987, some 37 years
ago.

Allegations

| was not aware of any abusive behaviour in the house or in the school. | am aware of
some of the comments made about us in some of the Inquiry statements having read
them online. | am prepared to comment on any of the allegations or anything said
about us. There are so many fabrications, exaggerations, distortions, and figments of

imagination. That does not mean the truth cannot yet be put on record.

| have been read a sentence, which I'm told is from a witness statement provided to
the Inquiry. The sentence is, “‘Brownlee’s wife was also often watching on as he
punished us in the boarding house.” One suggestion is that | enjoyed their suffering
and another suggesting | was John's victim. These remarks, made under the
protection of ciphers and anonymity are libelous and defamatory.

Comments from |G 2bout me being cold and uncaring are very hurtful.
We had [SEll and his big brother, i} in the house and they had great parents. It
was their mum we saw mostly. She was lovely, friendly, and very appreciative. It was
obvious these boys missed their mother, and bitterly resented being sent away. They
also had extremely caring grandparents as well.

S hardly mentions [Jilifin his statement. In his twenties, [Jjfjwas killed in a car
crash in London. Later, [USJ was in Manila with his girlfriend when there was a

terrorist attack, and | understand she was killed. [JEJdoesn’t say much about that,
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only what allegedly happened to him in Dundas was worse. This is baffling to hear,

forty years later.

| don’t know what he is saying happened to him apart from alleging that | was cold and
uncaring. never did look happy. There is a photograph of him in the cricket

team where most of the boys are smiling and giggling but [Eilisn't.

144, was knocked out during rugby practice and taken to the Western General
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147.

Hospital. The school took him to the hospital because it happened in the school day
on school grounds. | went along. He was concussed but did get home after many

hours. | have a vivid memory of him lying in the A & E room still in his rugby kit.

Giles Moffatt

| have been asked if | would like to comment on remarks made by Giles Moffatt during
his appearance at an Inquiry Hearing where he said, “We were nine, and we had done
something wrong, allegedly, and we were locked in there (referring to a garden shed).
And | remember his wife a couple of times brought us bread, white bread, buttered,

with a glass of water.” It's a total fabrication, one of his many.

There was one shed, subdivided into a Garden Shed and Bike Shed, but the boys
wouldn’t be in them as all the tools were kept in one (the Garden Shed), and family
bikes and old furniture kept in the other section (the Bike Shed). They were
categorically not locked in either shed as alleged. Giles’ story varies, he has said it
was during the day and another time that it was for two nights with no access to a
toilet. Another time he says that they were allowed out to go to bed. It is a total
fabrication as is much of his testimony. The suggestion that | would have endorsed
this alleged incarceration by bringing them bread and water, with the further detail of
it being on a white china plate, is utterly preposterous.

Giles makes another allegation about a hose pipe and says that John put the hosepipe
into a six-year-old boy who Giles cannot name. This allegation is a total fabrication as

well. For one thing, there was never a six-year-old boy in Dundas. In my opinion, that
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Campbell has a podcast where he says we had “twenty raging kids locked up 24/7”
with no access to the outside. There is not a grain of truth in what he spouts. That's
what we have had to put up with, it's even quoted in a newspaper and people believe
it.

Campbell's mother was a psychiatric social worker. | didn’t know her but have a friend
who worked with her. When all this blew up, this friend was very helpful. She recalls
Campbell's mother dreading going home at the end of the day as she wouldn’'t know

what to expect, often a house full of boys smoking.

Campbell had a reputation of being a bully, particularly at the senior school, but | can’t
prove that. | have heard that at Henderson Row, he had a little group of friends and
on a Friday, they would threaten a boy and say they would get him on the Monday

following.

There is a book about the Academy compiled by a former EA master, the late Bill
Stirling. It's about 175 famous Accies. Campbell gets his name in it. One of his quotes
in the book is, “/ was no good at drama because | could only play myself. A mad
egomaniac.” Further in the book another comment, surely attributable to or at least
approved by Nicholas Campbell reads “Af last his early talent for making smart arse
remarks from the back of the classroom was being recognised as the art form he
always recognised it to be.”

Another accuser is RGNz '~ his Inquiry statement he says that he took it
upon himself to find out where we lived. said himself that he got on
fine the year John taught him. During that year, Sl described himself as happy,
hardworking, industrious, and clever, so | don't know what his problem is. We lived in
the same house for around forty years after Dundas House, but we moved a few years
ago. Most people knew where we lived but [SEGz cion't. | believe he tried

to find out where we lived through the police, which is extraordinary. He made it his
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business to find out where we lived and started asking the police why more hadn't

been done against John.

We knew (S s parents and they were very pleasant people. (SRS

mother went to a state school, as did |, and he writes so disparagingly about her,
saying that she always felt inferior because of it. He describes John as being a bigwig
and someone of note in the community. This is news to us and indeed would be news
to John. I truly have no idea what [[Nlf s problem with my husband is.

There's also a [SEGTGEGEGEGEE \Ho. within his Inquiry statement, says that on

day one in Dundas John beat the living daylights out of him. That was the start of all
this for us when his comments were written on the front page of ||| GGTTEEGN
Newspaper a year past [JJJjj[2023]. His allegations are totally unfounded, and
malicious. In his statement he refers to his difficulties as a very young child and to

having a strong imagination and enjoying telling stories from an early age.

IKM

EIEE s2\ s John Brownlee humiliated him because he supported Falkirk
Football Team. John often told his class that he supported Raith Rovers, which is
nothing to write home about and a joke at his own expense. After John told his class
this, a boy produced a Raith Rover’s scarf for John. That was the sort of relationship
he had with his class. It was a happy classroom, and | have photographs which my
son Graeme has passed onto the Inquiry. 1 cannot see why (NG voud
consider this worthy of going to this Inquiry forty-five years later and say he felt

humiliated.
Steven (pseudonym)

| have been told that a person with the pseudonym ‘Steven’ appeared at an Inquiry

Hearing in connection to Edinburgh Academy. | have been asked if | could comment
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