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be a chief the next year. That's more or less how it worked. The senior chief came
from the sixth year chiefs and, as far as the boys were concerned, he was like god.
He was quite literally Jesus Christ Almighty and could do anything he wanted. He
was the head boy but he was called the senior chief and he basically ran the school.
What he said went and he was only answerable to the headmaster. The senior chief
would run the assembly until the headmaster came in and took the prayers but the
senior chief ran everything else, he took the lectern first and last.
11.

The first year dormitory was in the main stable block and was just anI' shaped
room. You had a locker with a clothes hanging area and three drawers and a bed,
that was about it. You were also allowed to provide a locker for yourself, a small box,
that could lock and you kept it under your bed. You could keep your own tuck and
stuff like that in there.

12.

We had a school uniform for leaving the school grounds which consisted of a blazer,
white shirt, long trousers or kilt and shoes. In first year we had to wear a cap, but
after first year you never wore a cap again. Then we had dayvvear within the grounds
which was a green polo neck, grey shirt, blue shorts, knee length green socks and
black shoes. You could wear the kilt instead of the shorts if you wanted.

13.

There was a nurse and a sick bay, but there weren't any issues with healthcare or
that side of things

Routine at Keil Boarding School
First day
14.

I don't have any particular recollections from my first day at Keil other than being
shown our beds and told to get on with it. I was dropped off by mum and dad and I
know I'd made it clear I didn't want to be there. Dad had said to give it one term and
if I didn't like it he would take me out but that didn't happen. That's no surprise
though as my old man says whatever makes him sound good at the time.
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15.

I do remember getting taught how to do hospital corners on our beds and being told
how our lockers should look. We were told there would be inspections. They were
always carried out by the chiefs and deputy prefects.

16.

If the deputy or chief in your dorm didn't like you very much you would often walk in
and find everything from your locker tipped out on your bed and your bed upside
down as well. He would scream at you to get it all sorted. If he didn't think it was
good enough he would flip it again. That was mostly in first year when they just
crammed it all into you all the time, after that you just did it.
Mornings and bedtime

17.

We were woken up at 7am and were out doing our orderlies by 7.30am. Prefects got
you up for the day. First thing was to get washed, then you did your orderlies.
Orderlies were your daily chores or jobs. There were no cleaners at Kiel so the boys
did everything.

18.

My orderlies were cleaning and dusting the stairs and corridors and cleaning out the
showers. We stopped about 7.50am and went to the main gym to line up in our table
groups for breakfast. Breakfast was 8am to 8.30am then we went back to orderlies
until about 8.45am.

19.

We had the main assembly at 9am, which was mainly in the main gym or, on special
occasions, in the main house.

20.

We were in school all day and really only had our own time from about 8 - 8.30pm.
That wasn't long though as lights out was 9pm, in later years perhaps lOpm. Chiefs
and deputies could suit themselves.

21.

On Saturdays there was a roll call at twelve o'clock and after that, if you weren't a full
boarder, you could go home. You didn't need to be back until 9 o'clock on the
Sunday night. I was a weekly boarder so I went home at weekends.
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22.

There were no curtains in the dorms and the heating was poor, I remember the cold
metal framed windows. There was no talking after lights out or you would be
punished.

23.

Washing and bathing was adequate for purpose. There was no monitoring, it was
mostly baths, in the main schoolhouse. There were shower blocks there as well.
Food

24.

There was always a deputy and a chief on each dining table and the tables were
divided up into all different years. So there was a range of age at each table. There
would be two boys from each table on dish duty and they would bring the ashets of
food to the table and take them back afterwards. The staff in the kitchen made the
meals and did all the washing up.

25.

During my second or third year the boys all signed a protest regarding the quality of
the food. Until then a typical breakfast would be a slice of black pudding or a sliced
sausage and there would be one loaf for the entire table of thirteen which meant not
everyone was gefting two slices of bread. So that protest went in and the
headmaster and some governors came in and carried out an inspection, out of the
blue. It was during dinner time and immediately afterwards, everyone in the kitchen
was fired by the headmaster.

26.

Trusthouse Forte then came in and the meals were much better. We were then
getting three course lunches and three course dinners. The lunches were always
decent but that was probably because all the teachers ate with us at lunch, so it had
to be decent food. At breakfast the staff were getting proper meals specially
prepared for them, they were certainly better than what we were getting.

27.

The deputy or chief would serve the food at the table so they obviously always got
the best and biggest helpings. If you were on dish duty you were last so you were
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lucky to get anything, you were just stuck with whatever was left. If that was virtually
nothing that was just tough shit.
School
28.

After the morning assembly at 9am we had three classes, each 45 minutes long.
Then we had a morning break and a further two classes also 45 minutes long. Then
we had lunch.

29.

After lunch it was games, so there was rugby or cricket practice. If you weren't into
sport then they had this lovely term, 'NH'. That was Natural History, which was
basically back doing orderly work like raking up leaves or cleaning up rubbish around
the grounds. That was me as I had no aptitude towards sports. We then had a
further three 45 minutes lessons from 3.45pm.

30.

In my first year I was sent to see a psychologist in Dumbarton who diagnosed me as
dyslexic. Even at that time dyslexia wasn't actually acknowledged by a lot of
teaching staff, even less by the teaching staff at Kiel. Their attitude towards it was
that the child was just lazy. So I had that to contend with.

31.

The classes were a lot smaller than at a normal school, we had 180 boarders and
do remember that in first year we were all in the same class but from second year on
we were divided into A class and B class.

32.

We also had prep in the evening from 7-8pm when you had to be in your prep room.
There would be teachers and prefects and we all sat in silence and did our
homework. In second year that increased from 7-8.30pm.

33.

Religious education was a scheduled lesson and very boring. We had prayers every
day at the morning assembly but that was about it as far as religion. Lip service was
paid whether you were Catholic, Protestant, Jewish or Muslim. RE was RE and
morning assembly was, I suppose, Christian. The RE teacher was also the biology
6
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teacher, I can't remember his name, but he was a minister and would wear a dog
collar.
Holidays and trips
34.

We did go on outings, mainly with the music teacher. I remember we went to see
Star Wars when it came out and we went to the theatre and some concerts. I can't
think of any educational trips.

35.

I would take any opportunity to get out though. In third and fourth year we had a
woman geography teacher and she took us for orienteering. I jumped at that as it got
me out the school and we did some events down in Clyde Park.

36.

Our holidays, if we take it from September, were a September week, four weeks at
Christmas, four weeks at Easter and eight weeks in the summer.

37.

My birthday was not during the school term, which was fortunate, as some kids got a
thumping on their birthday. If you were in the first fifteen rugby players or in the 'A'
class you had nothing to worry about but if you were in the '13' class with all the nasty
little thugs, your life would be a misery. Your life was a misery anyway but a birthday
was just another excuse.
Visits / Inspections

38.

I'm not aware of any visits, maybe full boarders received visits at weekends but I
wasn't a full boarder so I can't say.

39.

I'm not aware of any inspections or anything like that. I can't imagine any inspections
taking place from any outside bodies.

40.

We got visits from the army, navy and air force every single year without fail. They
talked to us, gave us slide shows and all the rest of it. If they recruited anyone from
that system, they were already partially acclimatised to the military system.
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times I actually retaliated. As a result those deputies never bullied me again. Most of
the time I would just try to disappear and hide anyway.

Reporting of abuse at Kiel
66.

There was no way you could report anything. You wouldn't dare report anything to a
deputy or chief, no chance and there were no teachers I would have gone to. I
wouldn't have had a heart to heart with them, my life wouldn't have been worth living
because the bullies would find out. We didn't have any one to one's with teachers at
all. It wasn't that culture.

67.

If the teachers or headmasters knew of bullying at Kiel they didn't go out of their way
to find out which kids were getting bullied. They didn't do anything about it. Day to
day running of that school was left to the prefects, the teachers didn't have anything
to do with it. Those responsibilities were passed on and it was really the children who
were given the authority over the other children. It was therefore no surprise it was
abused, as they were just young boys.

Leaving Kiel
68.

I left Kiel two weeks early at the end of my fifth year because I had a job lined up and
I just wanted the hell out of there. I left with two 'C's' and 3 `E's' at 0 level.

69.

I kept quiet about leaving early as they would have done something to me. If they
knew I was leaving they would have had one last go at me. I managed to keep it
quiet right up until my last night, which was a Friday.

70.

I was being picked up on the Saturday morning at twelve o'clock and I wasn't going
into that gym for assembly because I knew the bullies suspected I was leaving and
would come to get me. I locked myself in the music room and didn't go to morning
assembly. Then I heard the boys come looking for me. They were outside trying to
13
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82.

The only records I got were the report cards at Kiel, they would be sent home. They
would usually be one or two lines from the teacher, usually with 'could do better' or
whatever. To be honest, I didn't care, I couldn't stand school. When you spend most
of your time covering your ass and hiding yourself away, you're not going to excel at
anything. Kiel didn't do me any good and no one at the school ever said anything to
me or discussed anything from the report cards.

83.

My parents would sit me down and speak to me, but with my mum, if someone said
anything negative about me she would always say "you're in trouble" as I was always
wrong. She would never say she'd been told something and then ask my side of it.
That's just what she was like, even after I left school, she was always like that.

84.

I have no idea about any other records and I've not applied for anything either.

Lessons to be learned
85.

I think it was insanity to give all that power to young boys. Young boys can be
extremely nasty to each other anyway, and that's without the power of god. Of the
kids that are going to rise to a higher level, 98% of them are going to abuse that
power anyway. Just look at our politicians, I bet most of them were prefects too. I
imagine any similar schools, Gordonstoun for example, would have

86.

If the teachers had given a shit that would have helped. The teachers being aware of
what was happening on a daily basis and actually doing something about it. If the
teachers ran things and were in charge then at least there would be an adult
responsible for the day to day running. That wasn't the case though, it was sixteen
and eighteen year old boys that were running the school.

87.

The responsibility sits with the system, the system the school was run under at the
time. Maybe the headmaster, 'Batch' we called him, could have done more but he
was new when I started. His name may have been Thatcher or something like that. I
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remember he was enormously fat and he took us for maths sometimes. I remember
he was on Mastermind on the television. We all got the night off prep to watch him
and he finished fourth out of four. The funniest part of that was that he had to get a
special large chair because he was so fat.
88.

The failure was the fact that boys, the chiefs and deputies, were running that school
and had direction and power over other boys. They should not have had authority
over other school children because they're still children themselves. Especially boys
because they will take advantage of that. Whoever came up with that idea needs
their head looked at.

89.

We have to stop other kids having to go through what I went through, kids are still
going through what I went through and it has to stop. They can't belt them any longer
but there are surely other punishments.

90.

For the life of me I cannot think of any other boarding school being run in any other
different way. It seems a universal thing and it just cannot happen. Giving children
that authority in that environment is insanity, no matter where the school is.

Other information
91.

I saw Kiel was being investigated on their Facebook page and I decided to get in
touch with the Inquiry from there. I saw the names of other kids that had sailed
through on a golden tide and hadn't taken all the shit I had to put up with on their
behalf.

92.

Today, I don't think anything is going to change anything, but I do just hope I can
make it better for other children that may be in a similar situation to myself. Children
who are not brilliantly academic or sports orientated, which seems to protect them
from the worst side of things.
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