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having been in care. There is absolutely no way that
they would support that we were in care. 100 per cent.
It's just: you weren't in care, there's nothing here.

You know, with -- I know it's not what we're here
for, but with the redress thing that's running, anything
that -- any claims you make, you need to have proof of
your time in care and the barrier isn't that high. You
just need a little bit of proof. But it's proving so
difficult. So difficult.

And if I may, just the other day I was on a forum
for Future Pathways, which I'm working with, and a young
man on there said that he is not going through the
redress scheme, he went through the other side, the High
Court, and he couldn't get any documentation himself to
prove that he was in care and the High Court issued
an order to the particular council, Corporation or
whatever, to release his documents and lo and behold
boxes of documents appeared with the High Court order
when he couldn't get nothing and they were denying his
existence. And he said once they got that High Court
order -- well, that's fine for him, but not everybody
has that desire to go that route, or even the money to
pay for it there.

I'm not == I'm not cynical, I know how that works,

but I do believe that the -- there is a ... a reluctance
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to assist at the highest level, and if not to resist, to
obstruct our quest for proof. I do believe there is --
you know, there 1is a body for some reason there -- and
that's not me being paranoid because I've been there,
seen it, done it, I know how it works. They do --

Just going on to Tiree, and I don't know if
I mentioned it about the documents I was able to obtain
through Tiree. My Lady, there's a thing out on Tiree
called "The Stackhouse". It's basically -- again it
takes about as much room as this and it's full of things
about Tiree, vyou know, going back 200 years, 300 years
and stuff and they keep all sorts of records there.

I remember looking through some photographs and
a photograph that had this girl's name and it said
"boarded out" and when I asked the curator that was
there, "Why does it have 'boarded out' here, that's
unusual?"

"What's that picture number? We'll erase that,
we'll take that out."

And they were going to erase the fact -- not the
photograph, erase the fact that said this girl's name
and in brackets "boarded out". And I thought well, it
could be two things. It could be that they're trying to
protect that girl from being seen as boarded out or

they're trying to erase and sweep under the carpet that
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boarded outs were there.

I then, sometimes later, was speaking to another
curator there on the telephone and I asked them about
the five schools that had closed down, primary schools,
and they closed down primarily because in 1875 they
stopped sending the children out there, so the schools,
they weren't needed the same, and they went down to one
school. And I asked what happened to all the
documentation, the diaries and the -- you know, and the
registers, the daily registers, "Oh, we've got them in
a box here in the cupboard."

"Can I see them? Can I have access?"

"No."

"Why not?"

"Well, they belong to Argyll and Bute education
department, you can't have them."

Not a problem. So I went to Argyll and Bute and
I said to them, "Do you know you've got documents on the
island that are things that we need?" And the archivist
there, who was totally on side, he organised their
return. And from that, there's at least a dozen people
been able to ... sorry, it really hurts me. At least
a dozen people have had proof ...

Proof that they were in care and they were on Tiree?

(Witness nodded)
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I think what you're saying --
Yeah.
-- is people couldn't even establish that they --
They had nothing.
-- existed almost.
They had nothing. It was only small, but it was enough
to satisfy the barrier.
Yes, okay. I think you say in your statement, 'Illya',
that issues around records and recovery of records are
ones that you hope the Inquiry will address in due
course.
I do, I do. 1It's so difficult for them.
I think that if we just go on to page 51 of your
statement and one of the things that you highlight there
at paragraph 265 and following is that you -- as you've
already said, you talked about the contract that the
guardians had and you say at paragraph 265 that is
a different contract to being fostered.
Absolutely, yeah.
You go on at paragraph 266 to say:

"Boarding out is classed as fostered but it wasn't
the same thing."

Can you perhaps give us your thoughts in relation to
that?

Well, it's something again I'm very passionate about and
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I made it very clear to your team from the get go when
I was coming forward that if I was referred to as
"fostered", I would terminate my contact with them
because it's ... it's a different -- it's a different
thing. 1It's a different ... if I could use -- it's the
difference between a Rangers and Celtic top. You're
asking me to wear a different top from what I support
and it just wasn't going to happen. I'm passionate
about it.

Because we weren't fostered. We had a zero hour
contract. We were the Windrush of the Hebrides.

You cover this at the top of page 52 and you say that
boarded out -- the best case option for you is that
boarded-out people are given a voice and given a mention
as a separate entity:

"Because we were different. It was a zero hours
contract for us, whereas when you're fostered you have
some sort of security."

S =
Yeah, we had notice that if we didn't do what we were
told, we would be shipped out. You know, we were slave
labour. We weren't there to be tolerated for any
dissent in any way. It's a different contract.

And I have got to -- I don't know if you're going to

cover it, but there were boarded-out children who went
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to the island, had a wonderful time and they were looked
after, but they generally were people who went to homes
that weren't crofts, so they weren't -- you know, they
had a better time because these people were good
Christian people who wanted children around them and
they generally -- you know, when you reflect on the
people that I know that -- shall we say the small amount
that had a good time, they were generally in homes
rather than in crofts. And they stayed, you know, to be

quite successful on the island, but still boarded out.

MS INNES: Okay, 'Illya'. DNow we have your whole statement

and as well as your oral evidence you know that we're
taking on board what you've said in your statement.
I know that you've spent a significant amount of time
making sure that you were happy with your statement and
that it covered the relevant ground. That, together
with the oral evidence that you've given today, covers
everything that I want to ask you about and obviously,
as I say, part of that is your statement.

I don't have any more gquestions for you just now.

There are no applications for questions, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Are there any outstanding applications that

haven't been made yet?
'Illya', that does complete all the questions we

have for you today.
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On the point you make about boarding out as opposed
to foster care, can I assure you I'm well aware of that.
I don't know if you know, but earlier on in this case
study Lynn Abrams, who I know you refer to in your
statement, gave evidence.

We're very well aware of her work and the research
she's done into the history of boarding out, which dates
back to the beginning of the 19th century and reflected
those Victorian issues right through to the time when
a policy shift -- if I can put it that way -- began to
take place from about the mid 20th century, looking at
what we recognise today as foster care, which is,

I know, a different creature. And there are
specialities of boarding out that stand alone. I know
that. 1I've heard it from other witnesses, I've read
about it.

That being so, it may seem a bit puzzling why we put
these together in one case study, but sometimes we do
that because of a relationship between types of care.
Because of, as in this case, the interest in how
historically society has moved and how policy has moved
over this alternative to institutional care, if I can
put it that way, because obviously we've been hearing
about institutional care as well.

It does not for one moment mean that we are not very
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interested in boarding out and very well aware of what
it meant to be boarded out that was unique to that form
of being in care.

A. Yes. Thank you.

LADY SMITH: So I hope that reassures you.

A. Yes, I -- I think I was made aware of, you know, the
things that you've said with speaking to a particular
lady.

LADY SMITH: Yes.

A. And I'm comfortable that, you know, you know full well
that we were -- we were a different -- different from
the others, you know. Not different in a good or a bad
way, but just different.

LADY SMITH: Indeed. And being sent away to another world,
which in some ways bears comparison with the child
migrant scheme, interestingly, and we'll be thinking
more about that.

A. I've read a lot about the BHC, the British Home Children
in Canada, and the hundreds of people who went there and
never survived. It's just criminal. It makes what we
went through fall into a small pond, because their stuff
is -- is unbelievable.

LADY SMITH: Well, it's not small for small children who are
being used to do adult work --

A. No, no.
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records is not lost on me. It's not the first time

I have heard in a case study about difficulties in
getting hold of records and what it means to somebody,
to many people, to not just get proof that they were
where they thought they were, in circumstances legally
that they thought they were, but to some of them it
gives them a feeling of being reassured that they
actually exist. I have heard that from some applicants
saying once they could see their own story about their
own existence and that part of their life when they were
children, they felt that they became a person who
existed in a better, stronger human way than they had
before, when they had this sense of vacuum in their
heads otherwise.

I also want to thank you. You've done so much work
to bring your account to us of your experiences, which
of course covers your siblings' experiences and other
people's experiences that you are aware of as well.

Your statement, so carefully put together and
checked, is valuable evidence for me but so is you
coming here and having given evidence this afternoon.

It's made it come alive and I'm really grateful to you
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for that.

A. It's been my pleasure.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

I'm now able to let you go. I wish you well and
I very much hope you can get some rest and respite for
the rest of today and maybe even the weekend. Thank
you.

A. Thank you, ma'am. Thank you.

(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: One matter that won't come as a surprise, it's
a reminder that some names and links were mentioned
which are covered by my general restriction order.
They're the ones relating, of course, to
EGY , who was quite often mentioned in that
evidence, and there may have been the odd mention of
other children who were boarded out on Tiree. So please
don't repeat those outside this room.

That takes me to next week, Ms Innes.

MS INNES: Yes, my Lady.

We'll be starting on Tuesday next week again with
more evidence from applicants and read-in evidence as
well.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

I wish you all a good weekend in the meantime and

I'11l be sitting again on Tuesday morning.
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(4.10 pm)

(The Inguiry adjourned until 10.00 am on

Tuesday,

14 June 2022)
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