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INNES:  Okay. When you say |||} QNN you mean the
_ who were by that time in their 20s?

Yes.

And then these_ were they still children at
the time or were they grown up?

No, they were teenagers. |I"m pretty sure

working by that time.

Okay. Now, you then refer to Shirley and the other girl
who stayed with you in the 1960s.

Uh-huh.

And you weren"t sure about the time that they stayed
with you, and | think we know from the Local Authority
records that they stayed with your mother from

1965 until 1968.

Okay.

Those are the dates that we have from the Local
Authority. | think your memory was different, but you
don"t take issue with what"s in the Local Authority
records?

No, if it"s in the records. | would say that maybe my
memory was a bit blank coming up to getting married.

I was just ...

Maybe your mind was on other things?

Yes.

Okay. If we move on, you talk about placement
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preparation. You say you can't remember how much or you
don't know how much notice your parents would be given
about children coming, it's not something that you would
be involved in.
No.
And at the bottom of this page you say:

"I don't know what sort of assistance they
received."

And then at the top of the next page you say:

"But I do remember that I got bought a new bike one
time."
Yeah.
I was Jjust wondering why you connected that happening to
children being fostered.
Probably because it was the only bike I was ever given.
Right, so you have a specific memory of getting this new
bike?
Yeah.
Okay. Do you know how it was connected to the children
coming to live with you?
(Witness shakes head).
No?
No.
Okay. You then go on to talk about the daily routine

and sleeping arrangements, and we've covered some of

137



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

this already.

At paragraph 18 you tell us there about your dad

stared a room with_

Yes.
You then say:

"When new kids first arrived they went into the
bedroom on the right of the hall."™
Yes.
Is that the big room at the front that you were talking
about?
Yes'.
Why did they go there when they first arrived, do you
know?
I have no idea.
Did they just stay there for a little while and then go
somewhere else in the house?
I can't recall.
Okay.
I suppose they would, yeah. I suppose, you know, they
were put in one of the bedrooms.
Okay. You say that your memory about Thomas and his
family, who you told us were using the upstairs furthest
away bedroom --

Yes.
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-- your memory is that they were there until 19672
That's what I recall.
You talk about Shirley and the other girl using the
first bedroom upstairs, as you've mentioned.
Ye's.
Can you remember Shirley or the other girl ever using
a bed outside?
No.
Okay. Now, if we've heard evidence that -- so I'll just
quote what we've heard in evidence from Shirley. She
says:

"On the left-hand side of the pantry in the kitchen
and round a little ..."

So if you can picture where that is downstairs.
On the left-hand side.
" ... there was a little wall. Stuff used to be stored
in there but [you, she says]) built a clear plastic
corrugated sort of roof and a wall."
I don't think so.
Okay. Can you remember any construction like that at
the house, in the garden?
Yes, this is -- we were speaking about the conservatory.
Okay, so this is the conservatory or glasshouse or --
Yes.

And while you call it a glasshouse, was it in fact
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plastic corrugated material that was on it,

remember?

A. I'm sure it was glass.

LADY SMITH: Was it corrugated in any parts?

Sorry, it's the way the sound system works,

it's me that's speaking to you.

A. Oh.

LADY SMITH: Was this structure that you call the glasshouse

one that included corrugated material anywhere on it?

A. I don't recall.

LADY SMITH: Could it have done?

A. Possibly.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: Shirley's evidence was that there was a bed put

in there for her to use.

A. Not that I recall.

Q. Okay. And I think she specifically spoke about this

happening at a time that she wasn't well.

A. I don't recall her being unwell.

Q. Okay, we'll come back to that again in a moment.

A. Okay.

Q. As you're aware,

LADY SMITH: Just to be clear, 'Brian', are you saying
there's a time that she was not unwell or you just don't

have any memory of a time that she was unwell.

that's in her statement.

140



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

2.5

A. I don't have any memory of her being unwell.

LADY SMITH: Is it possible that at some point she was
unwell and she did sleep in this structure outside?

A. I can't answer that, your Honour.

LADY SMITH: I just wondered whether it's possible it
happened but you don't remember it.

A. I suppose it could well -- it was possible, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: At paragraph 19, you talk there about the toilet
and you mentioned that this was on the landing on the
way downstairs and there was a bath, a basin and
a toilet.

A. Yes.

Q. You also mentioned in your evidence earlier, as you say
here, that there was also an outside toilet?

A. Yes.

Q. As you comment in your statement, you're aware that it's
been said that Shirley and the other girl who was
fostered were only allowed to use the bathroom on their
first night and then after that they had to use the
outside toilet.

A. No, I have no recollection of that.

Q. So again, is it possible that that happened and you just
can't remember it?

A. (Pause) . Possible.
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You say here:

"Everybody in the house had full access to the
indoor toilet."
Yes.
So it's not your understanding that anyone was prevented
or banned from using the inside toilet?
No, no.
Okay. If we can move over the page to the next page,
please, and to a heading "Chores", and you say at
paragraph 22 that you don't know if the foster kids had

any chores to do?

No. I -- I suppose it depends on what you define as
"chores".

Okay.

I suppose they would wash our dishes or -- you know.

You refer at paragraph 23 to something that's in
Shirley's statement and she said various things. She
says:

"We had to change all the guests' beds, we cleaned
their rooms, we did the laundry and we did their
breakfasts in the morning. We also cleaned and set the
coal fires. We were basically slaves there."

And you say:

"That's not true unless my mother had a change of

personality during the day when I wasn't there."
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A. Yeah.

Q. I wonder if you can explain what you mean by that.

A. I certainly never witnessed them doing beds, laundry,
breakfasts, setting coal fires.

Q. Okay.

LADY SMITH: Just remind me, 'Brian', how old were you at
the time these girls were there?

A. 1965, I would be 16.

LADY SMITH: Okay.

A. I was born in-

LADY SMITH: What were you doing during the day when you
were a lé-year-old?

A. Working.

LADY SMITH: You started work when you were?

B, 15.

LADY SMITH: 155

A. Left school on the Friday, started on the Monday.

LADY SMITH: And you never stopped since. I think you're
about retired, are you?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: And it was a long working day, was it?

A. I suppose the day started about 7 o'clock in the morning

and home by 5, 5.15.
LADY SMITH: A long hard day from the start.

A. Yeah.
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LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: In the next paragraph, 'Brian', you quote from

the other statement that you've seen and this is one of
the girls saying that they had to be up first each
morning at 5.30 am to prepare your breakfast before you
went to work. Can you remember that happening?

No.

Again, is it because you can't remember it or did it not
happen?

It never happened.

Who made your breakfast in the morning?

I would be up for 7 o'clock, my mother would shout at
me, and I'd probably be out the door by 7.10.

Okay.

Very seldom -- it was the building trade I worked in and
your regular break was 9.30 in the morning. And that
wasn't too long to wait to get something to eat.

At this part of the statement that's quoted here, it's
also mentioned that they had to take a breakfast tray in
to your mother. Can you remember that happening?

No.

Is it possible that happened after you were away at
work?

Quite possible, yeah.

If we can go on to the next paragraph, please, on the
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next page, at paragraph 25, this is talking about
washing and bathing, and there's a gquote from Shirley's
statement in which she says:

"In the summer we had to wash outside in an old
washing machine full of rainwater. 1In the winter we
were allowed to wash at the pantry sink."

And your response is:

"I don't see how you would have got to the toilet in
there as there was no room."

Uh-huh.

I just wonder if you can explain that answer, please.
My reading of the statement by Shirley was that the
washing machine was inside the toilet.

Okay, well, I don't think that was what was said in
evidence, so I'll tell you what she said in evidence
itself. She said that the washing machine was in the
other corner of the garden from the toilet, it collected
rainwater.

I've misread that then.

Can you remember --

No.

-- there being a washing machine or something that
collected rainwater in the garden?

No.

Is it possible that it was there and you've forgotten
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about it?
No, I don't think so.
Then the other thing that she says here is that:

"In the winter, we were allowed to wash at the
pantry sink."
I never seen that.
Okay.
I don't think my mother would have let that happen.
If we can move on to mealtimes, please, at paragraph 27,
you say:

"We ate in the kitchen downstairs ..."
Yeah.
" ... but we never all ate together."
Yeah.
You say that you and your dad would eat together?
Yeah.
Can you remember ever eating with Shirley or the other
girl in the kitchen? Can you remember all sitting
around the table together or not?
No.
Okay.
My father and I worked on the same building site so we
left in the morning together and came home together.
Okay. We heard evidence from both of them that in the

evening they got bread, jam and a cup of tea at dinner
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time. If you weren't eating with them, you might not
know what they were having for dinner, would that be
right?

A. Well, as I said, I never witnessed any of the children
not eating their food.

Q. Did you ever see what they were eating?

A. It would have been the same food as my dad and I got.

LADY SMITH: Well, 'Brian', did you ever see them having
their meals?

A. I can't specifically say that I sat and watched them
eating meals, but --

LADY SMITH: I can see what you're saying. You and your dad
come in from a long, hard day of doing physical work.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: And you have your tea together, your meal
together.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: And so far as memories of meals are concerned,
that's it.

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: And not the two of you and any other children
at all that were in the house?

A. As I say, I can't say specifically that I seen them
sitting at a meal, but what I do know is that my mother

always made large pots of soup and it was a different
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pot each time.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

A. I think what I'm trying to say, your Honour, where did
all that soup go?

LADY SMITH: Okay.

MS INNES: Just dealing with this now, I think you'll know
that Shirley said in her statement that there was
an occasion when the girls were made to eat bowls of
rice and eggs which made them sick.

A. I never seen that.

Q. Okay. And I think she also said that you would be
involved in punishing them if they didn't eat it.

A. No way.

Q. If we can move on now, please, to page 7, and to the
heading "Healthcare".

A. Yeah.

Q. There's reference here at paragraph 31 to Shirley's
statement where she talks about having been ill with
rheumatic fever. She was then diagnosed with chorea,
which we understand from her records developed in
about June 1966. We also know that she was in hospital
for a period from December 1966 to January 1967. From
what you've already said, am I right in thinking that
you have no recollection of her being ill at all?

A. Correct.
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You have no memory of her being in hospital?
Correct.
She told us, I think, that when she same back from
hospital she was put into that front room that you've
referred to where the B&B guests would have been.
Uh-huh.
Can you remember her being there at any point?
Not really.
And I think she also said that she had to stay at home
for a period, she wasn't able to go to school and that
a tutor came. Do you remember anything about that?
I certainly don't recall any tutors coming.
I guess that could have been during the day when you
were working.
Yeah.
If we can move on to paragraph 34 where you speak about
discipline.
Uh-huh.
You say here:

"I certainly didn't hand out any physical discipline
to any of the foster children ..."

Does that remain your position?
Yeis.
And you say:

"It wasn't the sort of thing my mum would get
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involved in."

Correct.

Can you ever remember seeing your mother apply any
physical discipline?

Never.

So from what you're saying, I'm assuming that you
weren't physically disciplined as a child by your
mother?

No. Nor by my father.

Nor by your father. And you say that you have no memory
of seeing any of the children being disciplined?
Correct.

And I suppose, whether that was physical or otherwise?
You can't remember them being sent to their room or
anything like that?

No, no.

You say at the end of this paragraph if your parents did
ever deal out discipline, it would have been your
mother, not your father?

Yeah. My father was very soft-hearted.

Okay. In terms of your relationship with Shirley and
the other girl that we've been talking about, what was
your relationship like with them when they lived with
you?

I would speak to them. But I certainly didn't sit down
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and have a conversation with them.

Okay. If we can move to the bottom of that page and the
heading "Visitors", and you say at paragraph 37 that you
do recall that sometimes when you went home from work
there would be people who you thought might be welfare
people?

Yeah.

Can you remember ever speaking to a social worker who
came to the house?

No.

You refer at paragraph 38 to comments from the
statements that you've seen and I think this was
reference in those statements, if we go on over the
page to page 9, paragraph 39, to you being there --
Uh-huh.

-- when the- social worker came.

No.

Can you remember ever being there?

No.

Is that because it didn't happen or because you can't
remember it?

It didn't happen.

Okay. It says here that it was said by them that you
would warn them what would happen if complaints were

made.
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Not true, not true.

Okay. If we can move on, please, to the next section of
your statement, at the bottom of page 9 there's

a section headed, "Allegations of abuse", and you'll
remember the warning, of course, that Lady Smith gave to
you at the beginning of your evidence.

Right. Is this number 42?

Yes.

Aye.

That's where this section starts. I'm just highlighting
that we're about to start talking about the specific
allegations of abuse that have been made against you and
I just want to be sure that you're remembering the
warning that Lady Smith gave to you at the beginning.
Yeah. Okay.

Can I go on to page 11, please, and the bottom of this
page at paragraph 51. So the first part of this
paragraph is blanked out on the screen, but this is

an occasion where the girls talk about a photo being
broken over your head.

No.

And then one of the girls having to, I think, sit in or
stand and look at that photograph for a period of time.
Can you remember a photograph being broken over your

head?
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No.

Again, is that something that you could have forgotten?
I don't think so.

Can you remember ever making one of the girls stand and
stare at a photograph of you?

No.

Did you shout at her if she wasn't doing that?

No.

Did you slap her if she wasn't looking at it?

No.

Okay. And there's reference at the end of this
paragraph that you can see here:

"It was just every day we got beaten by him for
nothing ... with belts, sticks, sweeping brushes and
anything that came to hand ..."

Did you ever hit either of the girls?

No.

Did you ever hit them with a belt?

No.

Or a stick?

No.

Or a brush?

No.

Okay. At the top of the next page, it says that when

this was happening, the other foster children that were
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A.

there would have to watch.

My page has not moved.

It has moved. We're at the top of page 12, so it says:
"When he was beating me or ..."

No, it starts "to hand".

LADY SMITH: And then --

A.

Oh, sorry, sorry.

LADY SMITH: Do you have it now, 'Brian'?

A.

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: I know it's difficult because of the redactions

A.

sometimes to pick up exactly where you are. It's from
there that you're being asked about.

I see it. Sorry.

LADY SMITH: No need to apologise.

MS INNES: It says:

- he always made -and - watch."

Did that happen?
No.
And you say here:
"I never witnessed any foster child being assaulted
in that house.
That's correct.
Okay. I'm conscious of the time, my Lady. It is

3 o'cleeck.
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LADY SMITH: If that's a good place to break, we could break
now.
'Brian', I normally take a break in the middle of
the afternoon, which is about now.
A. Yes.
LADY SMITH: 1If it would work for you --
A. Yes.
LADY SMITH: -- for us to do that now, we can do just
a short break, would that be helpful?
A. Yes. How long do we have?
LADY SMITH: How long do you need? About ten minutes?
A. Yeah, great.
LADY SMITH: I think I can guess that would work for you.
Very well, we'll have a ten-minute break.
A. Thank you.
(3.02 pm)
(A short break)
(3.13 pm)
LADY SMITH: Are you ready for us to carry on, 'Brian'?
A. Yes.
LADY SMITH: Thank you very much. Ms Innes.
MS INNES: Thank you, my Lady.
Now if we can look, please, on page 12 of your
statement, 'Brian', and at paragraph 53 you can see

there that there's reference to hot and cold baths being
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a regular punishment, and it's said that you would force
the girls to strip naked and climb into a bath of
boiling hot water "or he would physically put us in".
Did you do that?
No.
It then says:
"The water was so hot it would cause blisters ..."
Did that happen?
No.
" ... and then we'd have to get out and he'd fill the
bath with cold water and put us back in."
No.
If we go on to paragraph 54, there's reference to
a teacher's watch going missing at the school and it's
said:

"Because I wouldn't admit to it, all that night it
was the hot and cold bath treatment. Eventually I told
him I had taken it even though I hadn't."

Can you remember any issue about a teacher's watch
going missing?

No.

Again, did this hot and cold bath treatment happen?
Never.

Then there's reference to after she couldn't take the

hot and cold treatment any more:
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"He battered me again with the belt till I was black
and blue. He hit me all over and my arms were so sore
I couldn't move them the next day.”
No.
So did that happen?
No.
Okay. If we move on please to paragraph 57 over the
page on page 13, you're responding there to something
that's said in a statement about a child being made to
stand in the corner for most of the day and it's
suggested that you made her stand in the corner for most
of the day.
No.
Can you remember, did that happen?
No.
Then there is reference further down in this
paragraph to you shaving her hair off?
Never.
Did you ever cut the girls' hair?
No.
Did you ever shave their hair off?
Never.
And she says that you made her go to school the next day
with a woollen hat on to hide her head?

That never happened. I would be at work.
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Q.

A.

Then at paragraph 58 there's various things said that
you said to the girls. That they were there because
their mum and dad didn't want them?
No.
Did you say that?
Never.
"He'd say we didn't even know where my mum was and it
was only out of the kindness of their hearts that they
had taken us in."
Did you say that sort of thing to the girls?
No.
"He'd say we were useless."
No.
"If I wet myself he'd call me 'pissy pants'"?
No.
Did you ever call her that?
Never.
"He'd call us names. We were always being degraded and
ridiculed. He'd slag off my mum and run down my dad."
Did you ever slag off their mother?
No, I wouldn't know their mother.
Did you ever run down their father?

No.

LADY SMITH: Do you remember either of the girls wetting

themselves?
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A.

No.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: If we can move on, please, we're going to come

back to the material that's in paragraphs 59 and 60, but
if we can move on a bit, please, to page 16 and
paragraph 65, this is an incident in Shirley's statement
where she says that you dragged her to the garden shed.
Can you remember dragging her to the garden shed?

Never.

Is it possible that it happened and you've forgotten?
No.

She says that you told her to drop her knickers.

Never happened.

She says that you were very angry and she couldn't work
out why, and you grabbed the yard brush and pushed her
over the work bench.

Never happened.

Do you remember that happening?

Never happened.

She says:

"I thought he was going to smack me with the yard
brush so did as I was told. Suddenly he started poking
the handle against my bum ..."

Did you do that?

No.
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" ... while shouting all the time and telling me he
would show how this sex thing really was."
Never.
I think the context of this in Shirley's evidence is
that she had disclosed that she had been sexually abused
by _when having contact with him. Were
you aware of that?
Never aware of that.
She tells us that in this incident, you kept on going,
pushing it harder and harder, and she carried on
screaming until you stopped.
Never happened.
Okay. And then she says you slapped her bare bum?
Never happened.
Her legs and her face?
Never.
Okay. And you tell us that you've been interviewed in
relation to this incident by the police.
Yes.
Is that right? Okay.

If we can go back now, please, to the paragraphs
that I missed out, paragraphs 59 and 60.

We understand that this happened shortly before
Shirley and the other girl left your home:

At paragraph 59, the other girl talks about putting

160



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

her knee against a door to try to open it and cracking
the glass, so this appears to be cracking the glass in
a door that's by the kitchen. Can you remember a glass
pane in a door being broken?

No.

Is it possible that it did happen and you've forgotten
that?

I think I would have seen a broken pane of glass.

She says that all of the foster children were taken into
the kitchen by you and you screamed at them, demanding
to know who had broken the pane of glass.

No.

She admitted it and it says that you began shouting and
swearing?

No.

You stripped her naked?

No.

Did you ever strip her naked?

Never.

You made her bend over a stool?

No.

And you beat her all over her body with a leather belt.
No.

Okay. And then she tells us further down this quote

that she went to school and was spoken to her teacher
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about it, and I think she says that she understood that

the police were called.

I was not aware of that, no.

Can you remember any inspector coming from the RSSPCC to

the house?

No.

Can we look at some records, EDI-000000775, and they'll

come up on the screen. If we go to page 2 first of all.

So we can see that this is a report and if we just

scroll to the bottom of this, we can see that it was

a report by an R Watson, inspector.

Okay.

If we scroll down a little further, this is on

16 February 1968.

Okay.

This is a report from this inspector and it says:
"Due to a complaint having been received on

Thursday, 15 February that a girl {[and I can tell you

that that's residing at [your address, so in

Portobello, the bit that's blocked out is your

address --

Right.

-— " ... was being ill-treated by her elder brother,

aged 18 years."

So on 15 February 1968, were you aged 18?
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A. 1960 what?

Q. 19%68.

A. No, I'd be 19.

Q. Were you not 19 in- 19682
A. Sorry, yeah, yeah.

On 1S5S0 in_ 1968, you would have been 18; is that

right?

A. Yas .

Q. Now, I thinkevidence is that this reference 1is
to you. Do you have any comment in relation to that?

a. "EESEENNNNE > That's not me.

Q. Okay. Who else might she have been referring to?

.

LADY SMITH: '‘Brian', were you the only 18-year-old in the
household at that time?

A. Y&s .

MS INNES: So when you Say_ who do
you mean?

A. Can I name them?

LADY SMITH: Well, how much older than you was he? I don't
need his name.

A. Nine years.

LADY SMITH: So you're talking about a 27-year-o0lg?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: This is quite specific about it being
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an 18-year-old.

A. Okay.

LADY SMITH: It does sound like a reference to you, doesn't
it?

A. I suppose so, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: Then it goes on to say:

"It was alleged that last week the girl had attended
school (which is - waom
Is that the local school?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. " ... with stab marks on her arm, and that today she was
at school and this shown a classmate her buttocks, which
were badly marked, being black and blue. It was also
alleged that she was so distressed that she had

Then the inspector says:

"I called at_ School at 3.30 pm when I saw
the headmaster, the class teacher and the girl
concerned, aged 10. The girl refrained from saying very
much, but stated that she resided with ..."

And it's blanked out but that's your mother and your

address.
A. Yeah.
Q. "I felt that I should investigate this complaint
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A.

further, so I visited [your mother] at 5.15 pm ..."
Uh-huh.
" ... when I interviewed [your mother] in the presence
of the child. I saw part of this child's leg and was
surprised to see that it was really badly marked. She
informed me that she had been thrashed by Mrs
son."

So again would tell us that that's a reference
to you. You're Mrs son.
Yeah, it would appear that way.
"As the girl is 10 years of age, I did not pursue my
examination but advised [your mother] ..."

Sorry, sorry, I've just lost you here on the --

LADY SMITH: Go about halfway down.

A.

Uh-huh, yeah.

LADY SMITH: It has a blue highlight on it.

A. Yeah.

MS INNES: "As the girl was ten years of age, I did not
pursue my examination but advised [your mother] to have
the child seen by her doctor that evening. [Your
mother] was not cooperative and refused to carry out my
advice or instruction. She admitted that she had asked
her son to chastise |3 for soiling her underwear."

A. No.

Q. Just so that first of all we're clear about what's being
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said here, the inspector is reporting that your mother
said that she had asked her son to chastise a3 for
soiling her underwear.

That never happened.

Okay. So is your mother not telling the truth here?
She can't be.

Okay. Or has the inspector got it wrong?

I think maybe the inspector's got it wrong.

I see. And then there's reference to:

"In the course of the conversation I learned that
this woman has -children fostered out to her by your
department ..."

And then there's a reference to the submission of
the report.

Uh-huh.

If we can move on to another page of this document,

page 10, please, and if we go to the bottom part of this

page and to the entry 15 February 1968, you see that?

Yeah.

These are from social work records, so our understanding

is that these notes were taken by a social worker.
Uh-huh.
And it says there:

"Phone message from F/M ..."

Now, our understanding would be that would be
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"foster mother", so that would be your mother. Okay?

"Phone message from foster mother to say that
had organised a crisis in the home. She had apparently
gone to school and told her pals that ..."

And it's blanked out there but it's your name there.
Right.
" ... (foster mother's 18 years son) ..."

And that would be correct as we know you were 18 at
the time?
Uh-~huh.
" ... had told her pals that {you] had hit her that
morning with the strap. This he had done as she had
soiled and this was the treatment for such behaviour.”

If we go onto the next page, please, the top of the
page:

"Foster mother had instructed [and then again it's
your name, 'Brian'] --
Right.
"Foster mother had instructed 'Brian' to do this because
she had been busily engaged with something else at that
moment. One of pals had told her mother, who had
informed RSSPCC. The RSSPCC had arrived (Inspector
Watson) to investigate matters."

And then there was the report that we'wve looked at.

So if we look again at the sentence at the top of
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Q.

A.

the page, it says that in this note of the telephone
conversation, the foster mother had instructed you to do
this because she'd been busy with something else. And
if we go back again to the previous page just so you can
see at the bottom of page 10, the reference at the
bottom of the page is:

" ... had hit her that morning with the strap. This
he had done as she had soiled ..."
Never happened.
Okay.

I don't know why my mother would say that.

LADY SMITH: It looks from that note as though she did,

A.

though, 'Brian', doesn't it?

In the note it does, your Honour, yeah.

LADY SMITH: Thanks.

MS INNES: Okay. Do you have any explanation for why your

mother would have said this if it didn't happen?

I have no idea whatsoever. I don't believe she said
that. It may be in the notes, but ... she couldn't
have. It never happened.

So you're saying you don't believe that she said this to
the social worker?

Correct.

And it looks like she said something similar to the

inspector as well?
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I wasn't present. I have no knowledge of this.

Okay. I Jjust want to be clear about your evidence,
'Brian’'.

Yeah.

Are you saying that you think that the social worker got
it wrong and the inspector got it wrong?

It's possible.

Okay.

I know I have no knowledge of this.

Sorry?

I know I have no knowledge of this.

Is it possible that it happened and you've forgotten
about it?

No. No way.

Okay. If we can leave the records just now, thank you,
and if we can move on a little in your statement to

a couple of other matters, and at page 16 in

paragraph 66 at the bottom of this page.

Uh-huh.

You refer there to something that Shirley says in her
statement and there's reference to a contact between you
and her in 2011.

No, I don't think so.

Can you not remember speaking to Shirley in 20117

No, not then.
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Q. Okay, so when you say '"not then", was there another time

that you spoke to her?

A. Yes. I think it was 2014.

Q. Okay. And what kind of contact was it at the time? Was

it telephone --

A. Telephone.
Q. -- was it
A. Telephone.
Q. She talks

she asked

a meeting, was it online --

here about a telephone call and she says that

you to confirm that she was very unwell and

that he had made that "fabulous wee bed" in the garden.

And:

"He said 'yeah, yeah, it was summer and it was so

much better for you to be out in the fresh air'."

A. No.

Q. Can you remember speaking to Shirley about those things?

A. No.

LADY SMITH: But there was a telephone conversation?

A. Yeah.

LADY SMITH: Did you call her?

A. No, she called me.

LADY SMITH: Had she emailed you?

A. No.

LADY SMITH: Are you sure?

A. Yeah.
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MS INNES: Did she just phone you out of the blue?

A.

Yeah.

LADY SMITH: What for?

A.

She started -- she started off, she used her married
name and then she informed me of her single name, which
I then remembered who it was. She said she was
retiring, she was going to Singapore, retiring to
Singapore to write a book. She asked if she would be
able to put my mother's name in. I said yeah -- sorry,
there were two phone calls. There was one midweek, and
then there was one the following weekend. The first one
was just smalltalk, how are you getting on, everything
like that. Having introduced herself, I then knew who

I was speaking to when she gave me her single name. We
agreed to speak again at the weekend, which we did. She
called me on my mobile. So I must have given her my
mobile number. Made smalltalk, and that's when she told

me, at the weekend, that she was going to Singapore.

LADY SMITH: What was the smalltalk about?

A.

How good my mother had been. That's -- just that sort
of stuff. You know. I'm sure she said she was staying
in East Lothian. I think the call lasted maybe two

minutes, three minutes?

LADY SMITH: When you saw in her statement that she said

she'd first of all emailed you, did you search your
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email account to check whether you had an email from her
4R 2R
No, I think I would have remembered at that time if I'd

received an email.

LADY SMITH: Did you search your email account?

No.

LADY SMITH: I see.

Ms Innes.

MS INNES: We're looking at the top of page 17 here and some

of the other things that she says that she said in that

telephone conversation. She says she referred to you
giving [l the belt and breaking -- "it was for
breaking that window". Can you remember her raising

that issue --

Never.

-- in the telephone discussions?

Never.

Is it because you've forgotten about it or because --

No, I think I would remember something like that.

And she says that you said, about the broken window:
"Yeah, but we couldn’'t tell the coppers about that

because we couldn't get the social to pay for the broken

window."

That was never said. But I'm not sure I see the logic

in what she's saying there:
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"Yeah, but we couldn't tell the coppers that because
we couldn't get the social to pay for the broken window"

I'm lost.

LADY SMITH: Did the social pay for the broken window?
A. There was no broken window.
LADY SMITH: I see. Thank you.
MS INNES: And then she goes on:

"He added something along the lines that it would
have been complicated and the social would have been
asking why, if they had an inside toilet, was going
outside to do the toilet."

Can you remember talking to her about that sort of
thing in the telephone conversation?

A. No, no.
Q. She says:

"I then asked him why he felt it necessary to poke

me in the bum with the sweeping brush and he hung up."

A. That's not how the conversation ended.

Q. How did the conversation end?

A. Basically me wishing her well in Singapore, asked her to
let me know when she'd published her book. Yeah.

Q. Okay. If we move down, please, to paragraph 70, which
is the bottom of this page, you say that you don't know
why they left foster care.

A. Correct.
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You can't remember how it came about that they left the
house --

No.

-- that you were all living in?

No.

Okay.

I think, as I said earlier, I can't even remember them
being there in 1968.

Okay. Why do you think that they've said the things
that they've said about you?

At first I thought maybe coming after money.

Okay. We've heard evidence from both of them that they
don't want money from you. So that was one of the
reasons that you thought.

Yeah.

What are any other reasons that you thought they might
be saying these things?

Well, since this started I have been looking on the
internet and I believe compensation can be got from the
council.

Okay. So you think that it's about compensation from
the council maybe?

Perhaps.

Okay. Any other reason?

No.
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A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

I just want to be clear about your evidence. You say
here:

"I think they've said the things they've said
because they became aware ..."

Yes.

" ... had been jailed for historical sexual

offences ..."

Uh-huh.

I didn't understand why you mentioned that in this
context.

Well, basically I think they have said the things they
have said because they became aware of_
had been jailed for historical sexual offences and they
realised that I had been successful in life and it's
money they're after.

Again, I'm just not understanding, I'm sorry, 'Brian’',
I'm sure it's definitely my fault. How is it that the
_being jailed for sexual offences --
Well, perhaps it was him that committed any offences
against them then.

Okay.

LADY SMITH: But you also say in your statement that none of

the charges against him involved children who had been
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fostered by your parents.

A. I'm not aware. There may be other charges to come for
him.

LADY SMITH: But what he was convicted of didn't involve any
foster children.

A. I don't believe so, no.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: Yes, because you then say:

"They couldn't get money from him ... so they are
trying to get it out of me."

So are you thinking that they have tried to get
money from _?

A. I wouldn't know. I've not spoken to him since 2005.

Q. So that's just speculation?

A. Yeah.

Q. You're just speculating that they might have done that,
okay.

LADY SMITH: Have they tried to get money from you, 'Brian'?

A. No.

LADY SMITH: Thank you.

MS INNES: Just finally in terms of Shirley's evidence, she
told the Inquiry that what she would like from you is
an apology. She said:

"I'd like him to own what he did."

A. I can't do that.
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Q. Why not?

A. Because I never done anything. Nothing to apologise
for.

MS INNES: Okay, thank you very much, 'Brian'. I have no
more questions for you.

There are no applications, my Lady.

LADY SMITH: Are there any outstanding applications for
questions of this witness?

'Brian', that completes all the questions we have
for you today. As I said to you at the beginning, I'm
grateful to you for coming and engaging with the
Inquiry. We have your written statement, of course I've
read it, and that's part of your evidence, and it's been
very helpful to hear from you yourself today.

I know it hasn't been easy and I do appreciate we've
had to ask you difficult questions, but thank you for
bearing with us.

A. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: And I'm able to let you go.
A. Thank you.
LADY SMITH: And hopefully have a restful evening. Thank
you very much.
A. Okay.
(The witness withdrew)

LADY SMITH: There are names we used during 'Brian''s
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evidence, some of which we've used before and I've
reminded anyone listening they're covered by my general
restriction order, but just to confirm, there was
there was Mrs Thomas and - all of whom
were part of the foster household that we've been
discussing this afternoon.

I don't think I've missed anybody out.

MS INNES: I think that was everybody.

LADY SMITH: So, Ms Innes, is that --

MS INNES: We don't have time for a read-in this afternoon,
given it's 3.45, so I wonder if we might rise until
tomorrow, when we have two witnesses who will both be
giving evidence in the morning by WebEx.

LADY SMITH: Thank you very much.

All being well with the WebEx link, we'll start at
10 o'clock tomorrow morning. Thank you.
(3.48 pm)
(The Inquiry adjourned until 10.00 am

on Thursday, 14 July 2022)
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